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Riftmti la aadi to prrdM* — ne a p an dare s in tb bwa 

captioned natter. Tha Springfield Of floe af this ®ree* Am }«rt ab- 
elsad that Hr. Qa/too J. Harter, att oramj tor tha Panther Creak Ulnae, 
Tmth Floor, 71 rat Rational knk HoOdlng, gyring fl old, Illlnala, m 
Interrieead tor an Agent af thla Korean «a Osp tmhar 7, 2943, at bib 
tin ha gar* Aba folloning laforaetiaa. 

•tr. BARBER atatad that shortly after negotiations tor Panther 
Creek lines bgr CARL B. B5HDF7 tel lad, a Kr. B9UI O&AJfT af tha 
and bout Divlstoe, Doited State# Depertomt af Labor, 223 Vast 
Bank Drive, Chicago, Illlnola, «m to tda offLaa and aAked if 
an tar a Consent Dacraa to ao injunction against Panther Cnd 
Hr. GRANT atatad that a revise af tha raoorda af Fanthor Creak Hinas 

-i - thai «n jjMi aav narl Aai ml 1 gwfl n rx ■ bf thb btbb ■ 



calving tha alnlmn aannnt par hoar, an repaired aukr tha Hag* and 
Hour Statutes and rnlaa and regulations. Hr. BARBER refused to mtar 
a Consent Dacraa and advised that it aonld ha, boa to tha eaters af aiming 
haal.naaa, an UpoadbUitgr tor tha adna to have aatohaaa far e v er y aiaar 
in tha aftaa to aaa that ha actually sorted tha raqdrad nsabar af honra) 

Ur. an ease day* a aLnor will shoot dom largo aaomta af anal and 

hr e . a far that parlod aonld ha light* At tha beginning af tha neat 

o*r^ar period ha adght spend several diyra lo a din g thla seal, daring abAsh 

*lse hla pay period noma ha aneh above average Mr* buukb pointed ml ^ ^ 
c i * v ithat tha eoapaoy aaa attanptlng to amply vith all Jhees 
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Nick.l* ■ « * r. ■ A-* 1 It 1 

k..» After Hr* GRAHT'e sail, Kr* HARKS said ba addressed p UCMI 

Tr.cjto the Hags and Boar BLvisim in Chloaga end amt a aopy ot this latter 
c»r*Jh> the Labor Dapertamt in KaeMngtcn, D. C* Bt feoeived an ansae 
H 4rb j^mga, abareio $htt afflee denied that fee had aver bam naked to 
,4 Cphamt DitsTM la oonAoetiaa aith the hcgonotlon. Later he race: 

ed&ce that Hr./lff^iS aFJWT ana to.b^ln tha peat effLce bending 
Laid at k firm -Miia* *2. 1AHBER amt to the post afflaa 
‘‘OlMf., Hr* ^RA^aba net there bat Instead Hr* BARBER 
served with process in'SmaJmctlm atth an injmettea 
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1h> filnd narliar tort Mnifti V tt» ft«i «M I w BUirtto. tto to- 
J»et±«n ana Al*d awSar Cl*tl Meat #191 •» HT — fcrr 4, If 41. tto Ml 
«u hoard m4 ton «o«rt UMaM tto tajMttn wfMrt to #0# V *Mto r^v- 

* v - v _ - ^ .• j* • pi..'' -., f v, --ri- ’ ■ V - -^*7 '£* ; • 

« r# BISSES pMM Ml tont to aaa mw nfcto to III Mila to >4v >?■••, 
kii «*ti*f*ctloc ton to* an a art a ta t mm mit to Ito totofc naaaai ton : <>?■■**■ 

to tear Woialnn to laiUata to t*vMUfl*tto*j futor^ tot to mm f- ' 
to »mr p» Ml to any tok Mpliiit /m toy •* to numi 4 * tom* 
to tod Ml tot la toad-landtag rta aa in to* nma tod all arata, ton ' 

•m procadara and mm toto of pa/ la MM« tot to to to natal* 
of band-loading* noal Mm toanot to paid Ip to/ itor to t a l M it 
anld to lxpoaaifcl* nod lapraotloal to mkm top alter «nB|MBt. to ■■ 
ptatnd ttet to made m ctnaUn aaarrt to attaapt to And into matin* m 
to toert tto toga and Bmt ttriaion tod mm r AIM ny ottor stellar to* 

Janotian p roc no di n g a * tot alttoat aaaoaaa* >• * .v . 

‘ 1 ■• • ' . . * ' , i 

Mr. BUtMR adTlaad that to toll that U *lw if ton Main niton- V ; 

tlm, nod nnpndall/ to aia* nr ton tool tort QUO, S. WSOfF, and tto W? 
probably through kin* ton* tto financial ntnton nf ton toatoar Croat Klaa 
and tto toet that ton/ earn tordacad eitb approalnatoly $400,000*00 ta tol 
•feaaa* eaaaad tola cafOatol to to anda to tto toe* tod Bmt Stoiatoa 
ImcdUUly aftar aegatl rtlana alto EL533ZT fa 11 ad at tto price which ELSWFF 
aaa willing to pa/, In an atteapt to ftroa Jtottor C*eok Btonn to toll* 9 

Tto atovn data In tola/ eute&tted In tto naaat pan dn nin n to 
•acartala froa tto Baltod SUtoa Department a t Inter* toga and Boar SLtI* 
aloa* abettor tto oc^lalnt la coccocUoa alto tola nattar nrlginrtad with 
tto ftiitnd Kina trttn and tenon nay to part af ton aanapiraogr tn tola - 
natter. nr toUar ran dartre tola Bvaaa to tot took IntoST* tfi tto ' • 
aract pot dealro tola Butrean to eondact rnmt tefrtir* |M oarty tola Bn 
toll rngard «m to appreciated. Stonld jtt dartre to aato direct naatadt . 
alto ton toga and Bov Avlaton, It aonld to ip pr a d a t o d if f»u Maid fbr- - 
eard mj Ulomatlen aacarad to tola Parana par tto i n ep l etlan «f tto Alan. 

Parvoant to tto rnquoat af Sr. F« C. Qml m m mt jw Department* ' ■ . 




#oto Bdgnr Hoarar 
Director 
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September 14, 1943 


el 3:35 to 3:42 p.m. 
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MEMORANDUM FOB MR* D. M- LA 

(5) 

RE: JOHN L. LEWS, ET AL. 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


At the above time SA called from the Chica f° field office 

assigned specially t^Tn^cu^^nt investigation at Springfield, Illinois, 
stated he had been assigned specific lead^^crver at Chicago, Illinois. 

In connection with covering those leads,^H^HR referred to the local files 
of theSJational Labor Relations Board at Chicago u^onnect ion with an 
investigation conducted by an investigator nanted^jjjH||Rat Mine A in 1941 
regarding labor conditions there, that is, at Springfield, Illinois. 

It will be recalled that Mine A was immediately adjacent to Mine B, Which is 
the mine concerned in instant investigation. 

In view of the fact that there was some indication that the trouble at Mine A 
was intimately tied in with the trouble at Mine B, the same has been embraced 
by the investigative purview in this matter. 



stated that when checking at the headquarters of the 13th Region 

■ i 


of at Chicago he contacted Mr. George Bott, Regional Director, who 

advised him that there was a case/ in the Chicago office of NLRB identified 
as #13-01665 entitled "Carl H./Elshoff &nd v ‘Progressive Mine Workers of 
America, Dis trict Number 1, * in which the complaint was filed on September 
23, 1941, The alleged violation was Section 6 (1 and 5) of 

the NLRB Regulations. 


The complain t was withdrawn on December 22, 1941, at the request of the 
complainant, However, in the meantime, investigation was 

conducted at Springf^^^llinois, in connection with the matter and SA 
feels that undoubtedly the results of the investigation will be ve-~ 
pertinent to instant investigation being conducted by the Bureau.^ 

jucowO V - 

In view of the Attorney Generate interest In this matter- ana, 

^ttoStould be couplet sly covered from all angles, it is believed that thaJ 
contents of the file should be aade available for examination* 


J * 


;r ana 

s » — , r -a ? 
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Mr. Ladd 


- 2 - 


the Regional Erector acvieed SAfl^^ that it would not be possible to make 
tiie file available for review an^possible photostating of any interesting 
material without specific permission being received by him from the hashing toe 
headquarters of the KLRB. 

* 

The file is identified as the "Informal File" and contains both formal and 
infonnal material. The complaint filed in the matter alleges, according to 
briefly that the United Mine Workers Union was not really the 
representative union of the mine workers in Mine A. 

Inasmuch as SA^jB is scheduled to leave Chicago for return to Springfield 
tomorrow, he deemed it advisable to contact the Bureau and furnish the 
information above in order that if it was necessary for the review to be 
conducted by Bureau Agents at Chicago he might be able to do ao before 
leaving thef-e for return to Springfield. 


ACTIOK: SAf^HHwas advised that he should contact SAC Hallford at 

Spring field/w^r should bring the matter to the attention of Mr. Frank 
Coleman, the Departmental attorney who is handling the matter, advising Mr. 
Coleman of the facts and also that the Bureau has been advised and that the 
I Bu r eau 1* ng & m^nr-anrium to the De partment requ e ^-tpffi 

| advice as to the procedure which snouxo 5e followed in order to obtain 
access to this file, which incident' ally SFBBTsTates has never been 
forwarded to the h'asliin^mn headquarters of tn^NLRB and therefore has not 
made available previously to the Bureau or the Department. It was also 
po’nted out that it should be suggested to Mr. Coleman that he should 
contact the Department in order that the Department may expeditiously advise 
the Bureau of the action which it desires taken In view of the limited 
amount of time available to complete the investigation prior to presentation 
to the grand jury as contemplated. 




been 


Respectfully, 







— - JK 

F. L. Welch QBy 
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4 ,„ ^ i&aUi AUm Bureiiu aaeigned to th* lavoottMtlo* *f tha above 
•ntltlnS HtUr htw IdvlMd that tbi Regional Director of tbi w «t<nn«i r*h 
Relation* Board, Chica g o, Illlnoli, ti apparently js& poaaeaalon ©r • fii« » 

:fri *■* *• sA SitrTc 

** t * ro *th th* reault #/ an lpvrti cation con- 
^|gWd oubaequent to a oouplaint filed September 23, 190, tor on* (■■■fe 

BBS 11 ^* farther reported that thia mdaiat *«ta forth an aSSSrSi^ 
Jp“ J r i?* ^f 0041 t4bor MLttiflw Board regulation*, atattng that the taJ 
Ioric * r * ®WL°o **• not actually tba rapreeactativo anion ©f tha errlcrei 
at Ulna *A B , Sp ringfield, Ullnoi*. Although .tha ooeplUn t m allegedly J 
draw: on Deoorfwr 22, 1941, at th* rwqoaat lt appaaJJ fcLIl 

investigation mi oonduotad at apringflald, imSofl^Wl setter. . 

. . . 11 }• ^? wd 11,41 *** waulta oT thia Investigation witfjt Ww 

b# pert! n« at to tfat lnveitigitioa presently btl&i m> ivw^i in tki ^ 

titled Matter • It tu further ©toted that* tha Regional Director of the’**- 

Jv^fo Ui < OT *y!! lAii T? e f Wc *40* lUlaola, refused to Make available 

tha flla In thia «att ar without specific authorisation trem tha Rational tabor 
Halation* Board headquarter* In Washington, D. C., and further indicated that 

1 TL d !*, lenaUd U *So«al file^badnot bean ftrwdad 
to th* Rational Labor Relations Board headquarters la Was hing ton. 

view of tha fact that you have previously ©outsorted tha national 
labor Relation* Board for information oontalnad in ita fU*« at «a*hlngton, 

®* c *» tba abov# data are forwarded for your inf enaction in tba a vent you do* 
*^T ^ r * e ^j r ®°otaot tha national labor Relation* Board in ardor to aeoura 
photo* tatlo aofdoa af fila anhor IK4tts. •; ^ .. v ' % 

^ . i n S* w * h “ thl* flit ha* a^iparonUy not bo£ forwdad to tha haad*’ 
quarter* of th* latiooal labor Relation* Board, Haahlagtote 1». early 

advice would be appreciated *e to ehetba* you desire this Svrraa ter take any 

rttb tiw , . . :.s , T | ;v»«r.‘ r *;: 

’ ^oiaMnl ol y*4* fitpirlacr.t, «ho 1* prr»«nt^y liv^prlngfl^ld. 



* SEP 1“ Vi. 

notwi eu«*u of ihvistiej 
•*' O f 1 UST 

» - v . ■ 




?«ry truly yo 


John Sdga? Soe 
Director 
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Dtf*CTOR 
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September 8, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

RE: JOHN L? IEWIS, ET AL 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
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Mr 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr- 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Tol«o» 

X. A. ?•*»_ 
CUf«. 
Ottlij, 
OUtIb. 

L*d< 

Ml! 

Soft*s_ 
Tr*«y_ 

Ae*ra 

Carton. 

Harbo 

Hendon 


Mi. OliTia 

1/ Mr. 

Mr. Ni^CVfT^l 


Uomf ord 

Starke 

Quin* Tamm_ 


Tele< Room 

Mr, Ntn* 

As you know, investigation is presently being conducted MU , Be»hm_ 

in accordance with the desires of the Attorney General Into Mitt Gmdy 

charges that John L, Lewis and certain other officers of the 

United Mine -Workers of America and Carl H. Elshoff, owner of Mine B Coil 
Company, Springfield, Illinois, conspired during the years 1937 to 1941 
in violation of the Civil Rights Statutes to injure and oppress Elshoff’* 

A * +Ka free xrarM nf thp T*icrhts SdCUT©d' t>D theft by thd Kftti Ofl&l 

Labor Relations Act* It is alleged that Lewis paid the sum of 8225,000 to 
Elshoff from the years 1937 to 1941 with the intent to induce Elshoff to lm- 
pose unfair labor practices upon his employees, who were at that time members 
of the rival union, the Progressive Vine Workers of America. 

INVESTIGATION AND INTERVIEWS WITH MINERS 


1 — 
iXi 


The Springfield Office has now submitted a report in excess of 500 

‘ * * order 


.+ 

kuav j 


4 4 r»v-i Am Ki»^ct vA onvmvo'lv niirwuftH in 

AJi * vb ua va-vJ 4 




that the matter may be convicted by September 25, 1943, inasmuch as the De- 
partment has indicated it would like to present this case to a grand^ury 
in the first part of October, 1943. 

The report submitted by the Springfield Office indicates that 
proximately 150 men who were members of the Progressive Mine Workers of 
America in 1937 at Mine B, Springfield, Illinois, have been interviewed. 

Signed statements have been secured from each individual interviewed. A 
review of these signed statements indicates that 20 man gave no information 
of value. In these cases either the individual actually did not know any- 
thing of value to this case or refused to divulge any information. Forty- 
nine of the miners interviewed were cooperative with Bureau Agents j however, 
they gave information of little value, being vague and hesitant in their 
comments. It should also be noted that a number of these individuals were 
unable to apeak, read or write Bigllsh, and therefore possessed little in- 
formation of value in this investigation. Only two of the individuals inter- 
viewed were openly hostile and refused to give any information to Agents ©f 
this Bureau. The remaining 79 men interviewed gave information tnat could 
be considered very favorable to the Government’s case and all might 
well be considered potential witnesses in this matter, ^ jr ^ ^ 4 * 

COPTER DESTROYED £f£OR°®2 

R41L^N 11 1962 
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Si general, the above mentioned 79 individual* advised that the 
Progressive Mine Workers of America was formed at Mine B, Springfield, 

Illinois, in 1932 due to the fact that Lewis attempted to inpose a lower 
wage scale on the miners. In general, all of these individuals agreed 
that conditions were rather quiet and eaployee— employer relatione good at 
%ine B until shortly before May of 1937. it this time it was discovered 
that a number of members of the Progressive Mine Workers at Mine B were 
actually spies for the United Mine Workers Union and were on the latter* s 
pay roll. Many of the miners interviewed will be able to testily .that 
they attended a pit grievance committee meeting at Mine B on the evening 
of May 11, 1937, at which time five alleged spies were expelled from the 
Progressive Mine Work ers Union, Thereafter, the Union insisted that ELshoff 
fire these five expelled individuals, and when ELshoff and the Mine officials 
refused to discharge these individuals, a strike was called on May 12, 1937. 

Most of the 79 individuals mentioned above will testify that they were at 
that time and still are in favor of the Progressive Mine Workers Uhionj how- 
ever. after Wav of 1937 it appeared that Elshoff was definitely in favor of 
the United Mine Workers Union and would not cooperate in any way in attend- 
ing to get the Mine back into operation. A number of the men stated that 
Elshoff received money from John L. Lewis in order to pay the expense of 
the Mine during the time It was closed down; however, few of the miners 
have anything but hearsay evidence in this regard. 

INTERVIEWS REGARDING PURCHASE OF MINE A BT ELSHOFF IN 1941 FOR THE UNITED 
MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 

In the fall of 1941, Carl H. Elshoff, owner of Mine B, purchased 
Mine A, which adjoins Mine B, from Mr. William H. Ryan for the sum of 
$60,000 paid in cash. It was alleged that this money was supplied directly 
by the United Mine Workers of America and that Elshoff was merely acting 
as a front in order that the UMW might take over Mine A, which was controlled 
by the Progressive Mine Workers Union. Mr* mi 11 am H. Ryan, upon interview, 
tended to substantiate the above allegation and stated that prior to the consum- 
mation of the sale of Mine A, it became apparent that Elshoff was merely acting 
as & front for John L. Lewis* 

In this connection, Mr. Robert C. Solomon, President of the Panther 
Creek Coal Mines, Springfield, Illinois, stated that in the early part of 1942, 
ELshoff attempted to purchase the Panther Creek Mines for $400,000 cash. Mr. 
Solomon stated that although the deal fell through, it was a matter of common 
knowledge that Elshoff had no money of his qwn and would be financed by the 
UMW of America. 

It is of interest to note that Mr. Ryan stated that early in 1937, 

Ray Edmunds on, a subject in this case and President of the UMW Local in 
Springfield, approached him with a proposition to freeze the progressive 
Mine Workers Union out of Mine A. Mr. Ryan advised he turned this proposi- 
tion down flatly. 
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laSCELUKBOQS INTERVIEWS 

A number of the officials of the Progressive ltlne Workers of 
America have been interviewed, and, of course, they gave evidence and 
statements very favorable to the Government* a cage in this natter. 

The Springfield Office has recently advised that three Individuals 
interviewed have requested copies of signed statements which they gave to 
Agents of thia Bureau. In view of the fact that these individuals were 
witnesses and not subjects, the Springfield Office declined to comply 
with their request; however, the question has been referred to the Depart- 
ment with a request for advice as to the procedure to be followed in the 
future in the event additional requests of a similar nature are received 
from other individuals interviewed. 

ACTION 


It is believed that the investigation in this case has progressed very 
satisfactorily from the Bureau’s standpoint to date. The investigation 
is being vigorously pursued and you will be promptly informed of develops 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

l Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

® Deleted under exemption(s) - — — with no segregate 

material available for release to you. 

l I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LAPP 

EE j JOHN iPlEWIS, ET 11 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC YlOlgHCB 


Reference ie oade to the attached teletj 
field Office dated August 
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JFrhrral Bureau of tnurstigatton 
Bnitcft f tatra ©rpartment of dumticr 
Washington, fi, C. 



Mr. OUvia. 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nicneia 
Mr. Itoiin 


August 30, 191*3 


Mr. Tu«y_ 
Mr. Cartes. 


MEMORANDUM FOB MR* D. 


Re; 


John L* Lewie et 
Civil Rights end 
Violence 


K. 

el 

Domestic 


Mr. Csffsr 

Mr. Bandoa 

Mr. Rramtr 

Mr. MeGaira 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quins Tamm 
Tala. Bon n 
Mr. Manta 


Mina Btahm. 


Gnndy_ 

At t^ie time SAC Hallford called and talked to 

I bqt office regarding the above captioned natter* Be stated that create* 

Agents handling this case have conduct ed over 100 interviews with miners in- 
TQlvpd in the ca se and the statements mad e by then have been favorable to the 
1 Go vernments theory of the case - that is - in general , although there have "been 
/ a few miners who are moobers of the United Mine Workers of America who have not 
/ been of a favorable nature* 

• I 

j Mr* H allford requested advice regarding certain exhibits requested by 

him last week around August 23rd such as membership cards in connection with the 
voting by the Progressive Mine Workers Union members and the members of the UW 
st the time of the first and second elections which were held* I pointed out to 
him that a letter was on its way to him explaining that the membership cards are 
not available due to the procedure in voting which ie secret end also pointed cut 
the fact that petitions filed by any of the miners with the national Labor Re- 
lations Board would not be actually made a part of the records of the KIRS and 
therefore were not available* 


Mr. Ha Ilford pointed out there were certain things which Mr. Coleman, 
the Departmental Attorney handling this case, had indicated would not have to be 
done, although he had originally requested the perforggi^^f the same and Mr • 
Hallford requested advice- regarding this angle. out to him 

that he should forward a letter to the Bureau setting out these items so that 
they may be forwarded specifically to the Department end written 
from the Department far the records, 

***< wVfOTpDD * W**” J>r <■ 

Mr. Hallford In dicated that a retfert should be prepared by I 

ie Bureau by Monday, Septemtx 


Vt\ 


Sai 


September Tu and should be available at the 


He indicated that the investigation to date ha d been proceeding rather 
but also indicated' that the requests which are continually received fre 
partment are rather voluminous and in some instances partially repetitive w tost 
is - they request, for instance, that additional angles be covered with certain 
witnesses who have already been interviewed and the request appears to 
relate to what would constitute rebuttal evidence at a trial rather then 
direct evidence, in the Government's case in chief, I suggested 
where In his Judgment such was the cj.se that these items be 
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Mr. Ladd 


8 - 30-13 


and a letter forwarded to the Bureau describing this situation in order that 
it may be taken up with the Department and also in order that the investi- 
gation nay proceed as smoothly and efficiently as possible* 


Coleman while Ur. Coleman was in Springfield, Illinois, that the Bureau’s in- 
vestigation would not have to embrace certain documents and other evidence de- 


field Office and which had been received frcm the Department it outlined a re- 
quest for itemisation of the payments to Carl Elshoff amounting in toto to 
$225,000* Again, it was indicated to Ur. H allford that he should include things 
such as this in a letter to the Bureau in order that the situation nay be immedi- 
ately called to the attention of the Department for clarification and written 
confirmation of the oral advice furnished by Ur. Coleman* 


Department and forwarded to the Springfield Office by the Bureau are being con- 
sidered by him as suggestions and not as instructions, with which viewpoint 


cause lir. coieman, who is apparently handling this matter in the Department, has 
indicated an extreme interest in the case to the point of advancing theories 
which have no basis in facts available regarding the instant case* Ur. Coleman 
understands that he is offering these points merely as suggestions and that, of 
course, the matter is being left to the Bureau’s discretion as to the exact 
method of investigation. 


received from the Department. 

In response to the Inquiry of SAC Hallf ord stated he was 

pressing the matter in order that no dela^woulc^nsue in the handling of this 


lb*. Hall ford also raised the point that he had been advised by Ur* 


±>-3 



SAC Hal If ord stated that the suggested investigations received from the 


indicated concurrence on the part of the Bureau* Ihia was done be- 
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Mr. Ladd 
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investigation and In order to .ee that every effort ie «adj to >eet the dead- 
line. It appears that to date, as pointed out by Vr. Hallford, the inveeti 
gation is proceeding rather smoothly and is being handled very eell. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE *LS 

WASHINGTON. D.C. ^ 


August 81, 1945 


IEM0RANDU1! FOR THE DIRECTOR 
PStERAL' 'SUREAD OF " INVEST IGAlfOB 

No. 2 - 8/30/45 

Re* Kine "R* — Violations of 
Section 51, Title 16# 



I am infer md from a reliable source that for bom year* 
the U.1V.7* organization, ^o_es j 1 bl^_wijt^ gjbjept Lev/l s 1 jmgi^tdgg^ 
haE been using two brothers, a6 gunmen 

in connection vith terror is ti^act^ixie^^S^Deiffxr of the union* 
I do not have the address of these individuals, but it is »eid 
that they 1 1 ve and operate is southern Illinois. The sugges- 
tion is that these men may cossihly be used to intimidate and 
influence witnesses in connection with this ourrent investiga- 
tion. 

I leave to your judgment the question of whether these 
oBn should be put under surveillance. Your Field Office will 
be in the best position to know whether any destructive efforts 
are being made and what measures are best to oombat them* 

L 

I am also similarly inform ed that 

U.lJ.Tf., but wno is noi 

e used as aTR^^mat for the or^anl ta tion in 
connecti on with this case. Should you discover that] ' 
IHMB activities are touching this oase at any point, - 
kTrffl^^Ldviss ms at ones* 

tf v memorandum to you of August 50, 1945, numbered 5 
concerns who is presently employed in some 

capacity U . M.'lrV . ' 
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TCIi C. CLARE, 

Assistant Attorney General. 
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frbrral Surrau of Itiuesfigatian 
Sititrb Itafrt Separtmertt of luitirt 
fflaflhingfon, 9. C. 

September 2, l?ii3 


CC-tIT 



Mr. GUvla. 


Mr. La44 

Mr. KScbota 
Mr. Roaan 
Mr. Tr»C7_ 
Mr. Cari«t_ 


D. K. LADD 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 

0 

Ret John L. Lewie et al 
Civil Right e and 
Domestic Violence 



Mr. Ccf lay 

Mr. Haa4oa 

Mr. Kramar 
Mr. lltCalti 

Mr. Barba 

Mr. Quinn Tanua 
Tala. Roam 
Mr. Naaaa 
Mfaa Baahm 


* , Mlaa Gandy. 

At this tine Mr. Frank Coleman called fran the Department 
relative to this matter and stated that the Attorney General was lesv* 
ing on Tuesday next for Mexico for a two weeks vacation. Mr. Coleman 
was interested in knowing whether we would have a summary of the pre- 
liminary investigation developed by Tuesday because Mr. Coleman feels 
that the Attorney General would like to take with him some sort of a 
picture as to what the preliminary investigation has developed. 


It was pointed out to Mr. Coleman by fljjjHPIIIBV** 10 
call that there was a distinct possibility# as he had previously been ad- 
vised, that the initial report in this matter might reach the Bureau bF 
Tuesday or Wednesday of next week and that every effort would be made, of 
course, to try and have a summary available for the Attorney General be- 
fore he leaves on Tuesday. Mr. Coleman stated that under no circumstances, 
however, did he want to hamper or interfere with the investigation and in 
the event there was any possibility of such occurring he was sure that the 
Attorney General would not want the matter rushed Just to have the pre- 
liminary information availably 


ACTION* Attached is a suggested teletype to Springfield, Instructing that 
the report which SAC Hallford stated would be prepared by Saturday of this 
week, September should be prepared without fail and submitted, to reach 
the Bureau by Monday, special delivery* These were the plans of SAC Hall- 
ford "rtcr to the receipt ©f this call. However, in order that the report 
will be mailed Saturday^ it is deemed advisable to teletype Mr. Hallford 
since he was given leeway to hold off for a few days if he thought it advis- 
able* 
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Pebtra l Surrau of InoestipatUm 

Bnitrb states ©rpartmrnt of lusttr* 

Springfield* lUisoll 
Septet fc>r 16| 1949 


Director, FBI 
mtffsn 


KB i JDEI L. LWIS* H ML 
CIVIL HOSTS AID 
DCMBSTIC YIOUMCl 
(Bureau File Bo* 44-846) 


Pear 8lr> 


For the information of tb Bureau the following investigation 1* 
requested of the Plttibur^i Field DivieiMt 


For the information of the Pittsburgh Field Division this eaae 
■ust receive the aoit expeditious attention. In tier of the cctrai aner- 
(mcj and expeditioua nature of thia investigation* and if thia Field Din- 
iaion la to meet a dead line aet by the Bureau* a report of the reaulte of 
thia investigation met be in the handa ef the Springfield Division by Sep- 
tember 22* 1942. 


For the information of the Pittsburgh Field Division* the Depart- 
nent has requested a full and complete investigation into the ebargea ef 
JOHS L. LWIS* President of the^ntenaationalJhxlted Mine Workers of Anerloa* 
KdF%>HnO>SOI # President of District 12 (Illinois)* Dnltod Mine Woj±are of 
Amarioe* WALTER J.OlAMES* Secretary-Treasurer District 12* CABL HpBLSHQPF* 
oener of Mine *8* Coal Company* a coal nine in Springfield* Illinois* OSCAR 
f^ FALCETTI* Superintendent ef Mine *B“* to base eonsplrad during the years 
195? through 1941 in violation of Section 61* Title IS* DSC* to injure end 
oppress AAHDFF's snployees in the free exercise of the righto seeure&te 
then by the Istionsl Labor Belatione Aet* 



According to information already secured thesun of 122^*000*00 
eras paid In the years 192? to 1941 by officials of ths nhiited Mine Sorters 
of Aaerloa to CARL H« BAB0FF with the intent to indue# ELSHQFF to inpose 
s fair labor practices upon his employees* eho at that tine were menbers of the 
✓^Progressive Mine Workers of ‘feerloa* a rival union* If it ean be pr o ven that 
BABDFP and the official s of 0W conspired to deprive meabers of the Progressive 
Mine Workers of dnerloa of their rights, as seoured by Section T of the Bation- j 
al Labor Delations Act* there esn undoubtedly be established a violation ef . j 
6 eotion 61* Title IB* DSC* 





0 





Director* fSI 


S - 


(•ptabir 1< ( 1943 


entertained lavishly at tha Morrison Hotnl la Chicago, Illinois, during 
the period fro* 1957 through 1941* *h# Morrieon Hotel it ilw known a* 

the TJM* hotel la Chicago, and le tha hotel there SIT KDMJflDSOI stops than 
la Chicago. Ia connection with this investigation It beoaaes important 
to develop every detail of the relatioaahlp between HI HJHIDWI, P reiU grt 
of the United Hina Worker* organisation, la Illinois, and CAUL H. E8HOT, 
President and operator of the Mine *3* Coal Company, Springfield, Illinois* 


In 


Iner. 


Ia aa latorvlew with 
LO, 305 West Waoker Prive, 

_ [of the United Steel Workers 

li ldiag, 'Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was 
parties held ia the Morrison Hotel* 
ly heard ILSHOPF leave instructions 




nited 


Steel Workers of 
advised '^at 


oago, Illinois, he 
of fecrioa, CIO, 1600 

at «ss or twofH3HfF , i 
aooording alleged- 

rrleon Hotel^an^rith the bar 


wa^ore^rt 



at tint hotel to the effect that BDMUlDSOf was to have anything he wanted at 
the hotel, aad that it should be ehargod to &SH0PP*s account* 


It is requested tha^HHBfeb interviewed to aseertain whether 
or not he can subs tantiate ths uivniaou left by BJIHOPP with the Morrison 
Hotel* flHHIBfhhould also ba interviewed fer any other information he may 
have concernTn^ohe relationship bstweon CARL H» HJftnff an^RAT^H3M7HD80H 
or WLIZR J. JAMBS, or JOHV L. LEWIS* la the event 

furnish any pertinent information In eoaneetiea with thisaatxer^or substan- 
tiate the allegation, aa attaapt should be node to seoore a signed statement 
frae him* This statement should include, ef eourse, all oircumstanoes, date 
aad plaoe of the iastemoo or iastaaoes ef uhleh he may have knowledge# 


In view of the nature of thifc interview, it la believed that two 
Agents should be present during the interview* r or your information the Bur* 
eau has instructed that only "experienced and well qualified Agents” be ae- 
eigned to this Investigation* 


Director* FBI 


S 


September IS* 194S 



that if this is pointed cat to M 7 to willing to toll the 

whole truth* 


Vino oopioo of this report should be furnished to the Bureau and 
four to this effiee* Springfield is the Office of Origin* I again nish to 

laaAefsaSa a# ■ 4nTStf4 oeflnll a f)ts f an4: 4-Wa 4 4 V 

I p^fi nee aj^vu jwa »**▼ s ayv* ■■■ ■ ■n e vs «>*sv ♦**»w*»*^»»w*»a*| ■»— » **sv *»»» 

is lnperdtlvs that these leads be covered inaedietely. In addition* it is 
the Bureau's desire that you give this natter your personal attention* 

Very truly yours* 




toot Pittsburgh (iMSD) 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

September IT, 1948 
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leuaBisDou tor the direct® 

FEDERAL BUREAU (F IHVSSTIOATioi 


R*t John L. L*«ls, et el.. 

Civil Sight* ui Domeetie 
Yiolenoe. 


Tour memorandum of September 6, 1948, in regard 
to request far oopiss of signed otatements given ky three 
individual* interviewed by your Springfield offioe, has 
boon discussed by Prank Coleman of thia Division with 
your Spool*! Agant in Charg* at Bpringfiold. 


The Bureau • a rafuaal to grant tho roquaat for 
eopioa of th* signed at at ament a has ay approval. Mr. 
Hoover advisee that no further efforts to obtain copies 
of signed statements have as yet been made. If any 

wish you would advise ms immediately. The policy in 
respeot thereto must be determined in eooordanoe vilh 
the oiroumstanees of each particular case. 


60SfP 2l 394:i 


Respectfully, 

• w r ' _ ■ ■ » 

TOM C. CLASS, 

Assistant Attorney Oeneral. 
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SPRINGFIELD, Iliisoif * 
Case originated ati 

Report Bade at t 
BAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


(Vl> 
ide lay* 


lb 


Mf LpLEffIS, RAY EDLTRJpSOJJ, IALIEL2*-. 
t/TJAJIES, Official* of^Ah ^nlted Mine Sorter a - 
2TXneric&; CARL HiMslSHOFF, Owner of 


d^roFcaee; , ' 

V 

:IVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC 
[violence , 


il l yiipi iyft ) **» — 

line "B^ T Springfield, Illinois* 
MARTIN 


SYNOPSIS* 


juuiiA»|.«tJHER. NLRB Regional Director, San 
Francisco, Calif,, arrived in Chicago on 
4-28-41 as a field examiner. Never assigned 
to investigation of Mine «B" oontrqver*y* 

Did: . investigate similar natter involving 
Mine "A*. This latter investigation develop 
nothing of significance, With reference vi 
instant investigation* 

• ROC - , . 

Letter from Springfield to Bureau dated , 
9*1-43, 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 





reference * 

DETAILS i 

On September 8, 1945, Special TT"i ■*- 7 on . 

and the writer interviewed MARTIN WAGNER, Rational Tabor Relations 

office cover. “S«uSJ Classified 

MS M. nrrl.nl in CM C.. 
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A "'proved ent 
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J 4 Springfield (AWD) 
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did any work on the controversy concerning Mine •B" and that ' ^iVr^^r*- 
as a matter of fact by the time he got to Chi o ago this contr^er.y b*d 
largely been settled. Mr, WICKER stated, however, that he '.Mm - s , 
tigate a controversy concerning Mine "A* mhioh mine was 

CARL H. EISHOFF, owner of Mine "B*, in late 1941 or early ,/ ’]*, 

WAGNER stated that under the previous operator the mine t*A ^ 
Mhimiaed *hy theTProgressive Mine Workers, Shortly after TftfiaOFT * - , 

acquisition, the ^United Mine Workers held a meeting in the Elk s Ball 
at Springfield, Illinois, in which a majority of the -Payees of the 
mine, which also constituted a majority of those present at the Elk * * 

Hall, signed •authorisations** that the United Mine Workers should be 
their bargaining agent, . ' . , 

Following this the Progressive Mine Workers fil^d a . 
dharge with the KIRS alleging that ’ ELS30FF had failed to bargain '■ > 
with them and had assisted the United Mine Workers in taking oyer 
Mine •A", Mr. IhvGIiER stated that he conducted a thorough examination 
of this matter and had been unable to develop any indication of . 
collusion between ELSEOFF and the United Mine Workers. : He did esta- 
blish that when the Mine "A" re -opened under EtSHOFF, the United Mine 
Workers had a clear majority of the employees working in the mine at ' 
that time, which majority was represented by validly signed signatiffs 

cards* 

WAGNER stated further that during his investigation of 
this matter rumors wore prevalent in Springfiiid that OGCAH^Fi 
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falcetti 

WAGNER was unable to 
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was in reality an employee of JOHN L. LEWIS, 
develop any concrete evidence of this 

Concerning the election at Mine "B" held on December 16, 

1937, WAGNER stated that he had no personal knowledge of this elootiaft 
but that the deoision of the KERB oonceming the validity of the oleo- 
tion could be found in Volume 4 of the "Decisions and Orders of KIRBT, 

Petto 523* and that thia decision indicator that In the opinion of tw 
Board them wa. no foundation for tho Onitod Kino Kortor. allogati^. 
of fraud. WAGNER stated that a copy of tho Regional pi re e tor « r<sj>orv 
to the NLRB upon which this doolaion was based can be obtained,, * ram 
the fiational Labor Relations Board at Washington, 0, C, ^ V’c 

• " • ’ While WAGNER was vory cooporative throughout the intefw ,;.VJ?is ^ 

view he advised that he did nqt care to express an opinion ” > 

the purpose of tho paypants by the United Mine Workers to ELSSGFPl c> 
second, on the 'merits of the controversy, inasmuoh as his knowls^o 
thereof was almost entirely second hand. In conclusion ho stated 
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JOES L. L2THS, R*Y DhTHDSOH, WALT®. J.JaMES, 

Officiate of the^ tTnited I.lne Workers of America;, 
CA^T. y^SLSEOFF. owner offldneJ^S??.. Springfield, 


CHAftACTK* or CASK 

CIVIL EIGHTS aED DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE 


Illinois 

tYNOfffl or FACTS 


JjthDS C* GLnBE, Field Examiner for Rational Labor Eel at lone 
Boerd, Ihicago’ from August of 1940 to January or February 
of 1941, interviewed. CUBE investigated petition for 
contempt proceedings filed by FhV ac veil as charge* that 
tT ; V had violated K.L.R.A. and *ub*eauently CKW petition 
for certification. * detailed report and work papers in 
‘regard to union membership at hlne *3* vere submitted to 
Chicago Office cf 1T.X.R.B. CLAR K stated that he we* 
unable to secure evidence that GAEL E. ELSEOJT, owner of ^ 
iline *B" Cool Company vouid noy^bargein with in good faith 
although both KLSFOJT end OSCaIvTaLCSZTTI , Superintendent 
of I-ine "3 n openly enreiied dislike for Pi.W and stated 
that it vp 6 impossible to deal with the organisation as 
it failed to adhere to contracts. CLARK stated that he 
was suericious of some of the men hired who were members 
of HT” after j.ine *3* reopened In 1939, but that in general 
?*LC2T?I could Justify the employment of each man. In 
on? case an individual gave up well paying employment as 
e mine inspector to work bb a miner end shortly thereafter 
a change in work gave him access to the entire mine. Vio- 
lence and coercion participated in about equally by both 
unions . And according to CLARE, SLSFOFF and FALCETI * 
did not improve. There were logical reasons why seme R*» 
members shifted to UK*. 3UY mWUSOP, President of 
District 12, tTHV, cooperated in turning over his record* 
and furnishing witnesses to CLARK. - ^ 

- HUG - DFFff^^ 
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RaJlEETCE: letter dated Seotember 6, 1943, from the Springfield 

Pield Division to the Bureau. 


DETAILS: 


JOHN C.ICLARK we* interviewed at the Indianapolis Field 
Division office on September 9_and 1 0. 1943. He ad vised 
that 



In regard to his employment with the National Labor Relations 
Board, CLARK advised that from April of 1938 until November of 1939 he 
was stationed at Indianapolis, and from November of 1939 to Kay of 1940 
at Los Angeles, California, and fram i»ay of 1940 to April of 1941 at 
Chicago, Illinois. Thereafter he was Director for the National labor 
Relations Board at Indianenclis until April 10, 1943, at which time the 
Indianaoolis office wee closed. 


CLASH stated thet from July or August of 1940 to January or Feb- 
ruary of 1941, as Field Examiner for the National labor Relations Board at 
Chicago, he vrs actively interested in the Line *B* controversy at Spring- 
field, Illinois, and investigated proceedings filed by the! Progressive M ae 
porkers, as veil as charges that the United kine Workers ted violfited sec- 
tions of the National Labor Relations Act, Subsequently, CL ARK investigated 
a TJKV petition for certification. 

By way of background, CLARK stated that CARL E. ELSHOFF, owner 
of i.lne n S B at Springfield, Illinois, in November of 1939 notified F1CW 
that he intended to open Kine "B n , after it had been closed for a period 
of ennrorimately two and a half years because of labor difficulties. 

GLaHK stated thrt the Ri V was anxious to get in the mine and agreed to go 
to work before a contreet wee signed. By wy of explanation, CLARK stated 
that at this time the Progressives were aliening in Illinois and western 
Kentucky, the only two states in which they hed ever had a strong foothold. 

The miners who had been on Kine 0 3 ft, s payroll as of Kay 12, 1937, 
the time the mine was closed, were not all celled back et once for the 
reason that cave ins and other repairs were necessary before the mine could 
be -out into full operation. Ke stated that less than half the total number 
of employees on the ■neyroll of Kine *2" as of hey 12, 1937, actually returned 
to vorlr vV.pr celled during the latter part of 1939 end the early part of 
19*0. 
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CLASH interviewed at least 160 employee* who had returned to Kina 
fl B" and took statement* from 50 or 60 of them. In regard to the union 
affiliation at the time of re-enroloyment , agent was advised that during 
the period of the shutdown many miner* had *ecured employment in other 
mines which were controlled by TOW, end a* a re*ult had Joined that union. 
The general *11 mtion wee that there were many Progressives who had not 
been loyal tc . -a PKV, and UMW wet able to pereuade the*e men to becoms 
members of that union* 

GLASS further *teted that in *ome ce«ea miner* who had ahifted 
from the Progressives to TOW when they received notice that Kins "B* 
was re-opening returned to Mne *B B because of its proximity to Springfield, 
Illinois, * here they maintained their homes because of the convenience of 
the location. The UMW offered no objection to this, and in CLASH 1 s opinion 
suggested that the change be made. 

GLASS stated that two other factor* influenced employees to shift 
their member ship from P'-ivf to TOW, the first being that it was a policy of 
the Progressive union not to hire any apprentices as long as any Progressive 
members were unemployed., whereas TOiW fostered the hiring of the sons of TOiW 
workers as apprentices, even though some UKW members might be unemployed. 

CLaSS stated that it was common Icnovladge around Springfield that 
the Progressive union was not paying death benefits when due. He stated 
that TOW capitalised pn thle and made a point of paying death benefits very 
promptly and dramatically. He stated that he knew of tv'o instances when 
on the death of s TOW member a large committee was appointed to attend the 
funeral of the deceased and pay the benefit to the miner's widow at the 
funeral. 


CLASH stated in regard to the use of violence and coercion on the 
part of members, that there wee no question in his mind but that some vio- 
lence did occur. It was his opinion that the responsibility was about 
equally divided bstveen the two unions. CLASH stated that the acts of 
violence were certainly known to the management of Mne n B n , but that there 
was no indication that they were approved by it. Both ELSBGIT and PAL 3SI7I 
stated to CLARK that it was impossible to give individual miners enough 
protection while working in the mine or to etep the violence which was 
occurring between November of 1539 and January of ‘•-541. Local authorities 
were not cooperative. Both ELSHOFP and PALCSfll tinted tc <X/‘SH .that they 
wished the violence would stop. 

In regard to discrimination on the uert of the management in 
hiring new workers, CLASH stated that it WP3 the contention of FM? that 
FALCETII , who was urimarlly concerned with the employment of new men, had 
di scrininated against PKW, On investigation, it was determined that 
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FALdTTI had valid reasons for hiring miners, end that in eo far a* possibla. 

In the opinion of CLARK, he adhered to a strict middle-of-the-road policy. 
FALCETTI gave CLaPJK a long statement in regard to the hiring of Individual 
men, and in many cases it wes found that an individual miner had been recom- 
mended by a Progressive, or had been wployed by Hine *B I * at the time it 
closed in 1937. 

CLARK advised that in general FALCETTI could justify the employ- 
ment of every man. CLARK further atated, however, that in tome cases he 
was suspicious of Individuals es$loyed. Be mentioned an Instance of FALCETTI • a 
hiring a mine inspector for the State of Illinois who gave up this position 
to work as a miner. This individual (name unknown) was a member of the TJMW. 
Shortly after Ms employment, the former mine inspector was given work having 
to do with the ventilation of the mine and had acceee to the entire mine 
because of this fact. 

In connect ie>n with the charge alleging violation of what hr. CLARK 
believed to Section 8 (5) of the Ketional Labor Relatione Act which hae to 
do with refusal to bargain In good faith, Kr. CLARK stated that JOEUlKaKE, 
attorney for the Progressive Mine Workers, contended that ZLSHQFF had de- 
layed the proceedings by failure to attend meetings that had been arranged, 
and in every other possible way. CLARK had no specific information to 
offer in regard to this contention. Ee did state that he had talked to 
2LSKCFF in regard to his negotiations with the and had been advised by 
ELSE OFF that he was having great difficulty in negotiating a contract with 
the V * inasmuch as the local union at Mne "B” refused to give him the 
same terms that were effective In the mines of nearby competitors. 

CURE stated that ELSEOFF showed him photostatic copies of the 
books of competing F M mines, indicating that maintenance men were paid 
only when the mine worked. ELSHQFF stated that he was attempting to secure 
terms that were as favorable to him but wes unable to secure them with the 
PLY. UL5KCFF also indicated that he knew that the UK* adhered strictly to 
the terms of their agreements, whereas this wss not true of the PMY, who 
made side agreements with various mine owners. Both ELSHOFF and FALCETTI 
expressed at various times to CLARK their dislike for the I4IY, giving as 
their reasons loose organisation and the tendency the union had to Indulge 
in eide agreements with operators. 

CLARK steted In regard to the conteupt charges, that the National 
Labor Relations Board was reouested to file by Hr', that th^r involved the 
refusal of Line "B” to rehire four PKV workers who had been sentenced to 
Leavenworth on Federal chargee arising during the early part of the Line "B* 
controversy when a great desl of violence wes indulged In. These men had 
been paroled end were attempting to secure employment at lttne B B B , CLARK 
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stated that the case we presented before the Rational Labor Relatione Board 
at Vashington, and it we decided that ae a wetter of policy not to go ahead 
with the contemn t nroceedings because of the facts involved. 

Vhen investigating the Wi reouest for certification of the 
Collective Bargaining ikgent made approximately July 30, 1940, CLARK stated 
thPt he analyzed the membership of both UW'* end Pht?, showing date of hiring, 
including ell those employed ee of hay 12, 1937, and that he also secured 
union membership carde from both unions. He stated that in some cases 
individual miners belonged to both unions, end that it was hie recollection 
that, including transfers, the TOP* had a majority. 

CLnRK advised that the OTf had cooperated with him to the fullest 
extent in supplying witnesses and factual date. He further stated that he 
had submitted a complete renort on the results of his investigation to the 
rational Labor Relations Board at Chicago, as well ee various statements 
teken from nine officials and miners. He etated that his work papers were 
also included in the H.L.R.3. file, presumably at Chicago, and that from 
these pauers he could give more detailed information in regard to the status 
of union membership at the time of hie investigation. 

CLARK stated definitely that he we not connected with the hine 
"B n matter on hay 12, 1937, and that ha had no details in regard to the 
disci Bsal of twelve miners expelled from PliV, nor had he ever taken up the 
matter with CaR1''ELSHQFF. He auggested that 0. S. SL1TE, former R.L.R.B. 
Held Roletions Examiner, Chicago, Illinois, now Director of the Held 
Division in Veshington, D.C., could give pertinent information in regard 
to this. 

Ee also advised that he bad not eaen a petition signed by members 
of Ui.V dated between August 18, 1937, and December 15, 1937. Ee did state, 
however that RAY ETUEOSOIT, as befsre mentioned, had turned over to him 
replication cards of TJKW workers in 1940, and that probably some of these 
hed been couplet ed during this period. 

CLARK aur eared to the writer to be unbiased in his attitude towrd 
both unions, and it is believed that he would make a good witness if given 
an opportunity to revipw his reports and workpapers. 
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undeveloped leads 

SPRINGFIELD FIELD DI VI SI OS 

*t Springfield. IllinoU ; 

Vlll attempt to determine the Identity of the individual 
who resigned bis roeition aa Vine Ineuector for the State of Illinois to 
become a miner In Kine *B\ end who aubeequently wee put in charge of the 
ventilating eystec of that mine. 

Vi 11 interview this individual, if hie identity la 
learned, for information concerning hia affiliation with W& and organisa- 
tional work performed by him. Vill sIbo secure detail* of how he aecured 
enroloyment at I;ine n B rt . 
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Character of Owe 

CIVIL RIGHTS & DOMESTIC VICL£ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


tSFEREUCI 


OTAILSi 


fat two 

meetings of P.U.A. during which members decided 
to go over to U.MJJ. Advises no direct efforts 
made by any of subjects at these meetings to 
influence decision of miners. Indicates 
ELSHOFF created impression among committee of 
miners that Mine A would reopen and men return 
to work if P.M.A, would go over to U.M.W, States 
that EDIUNDSON made promise to do all in his power 
to reopen lline A when men came over to U.M.R* 

-BBC- 

Bureau file No, 44-645* 

Letter from Springfield to Bureau dated 
September 9» 1943. 

AT NCR FOLK. VIRGINIA : 
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^^^Twas located at this address and advi sed that he 
had been living tfllP^Tnce May and was presently employed sat 


•oved & yiAW^jZkC 
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knowledge o :nts surrounding the circumstances involvii^the 

at Mine A changing unions in the latter part of 1941* 



was thoroughly interviewed with respect to his 


tances involvi ng th e 
part of 1941* M/f 



furnished the following infortmtion giving a signed statement 


which is set forth hereinafter: 


"Norfolk, Virginia 
September 14, 1943 



oaiie following voluntary statement to 
be a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 


^vestigation. No threats or promises have been made to induce me to 
make this statement and I have been advised that I a m not required to make 
any statement, and that anything I say may be used as evidence in court. 

"I recall that in the summer of 1941, Mine A in Springfield, 
Illinois was sold by its o wrier, William Ryan, to the owner of kine B, 
Carl^Slshoff, the reason apparently being that Ryan was 'broke'. I know 
that in 1937, due to a dispute over the fact that about twelve spies of ti 


UV:,; were causing trouble among the men of Uine B, which men the operators 
of Uine B refused to discharge, the P.U.A. union pulled the men cut of 
Uine B causing it to close down. I know that eventually Uine B' reopened 
and that it operated with men of the Ui£7 union. 

"I know that at the time lline A was sold to Mine B, Mine A 
closed down, as it usually did each summer due to a regular seasoned 
closure, \ftiile Mine A was closed there were substantial rumors to the 
effect that Mine A would reopen only under men in the UMlf. There were 
also rumors to the effect that if Mine A did not open under the UMPf that 
the coal would probably be mined through Mine 5, which connected under- 
ground with Uine A, and which was a UU5V mine. It was pretty well understood 
by the PMA men as a result of these rumors that the owners of Mine B, who i 
were now also the owners of Mine A, were in favor of the Ulfitf and would not j\ 
open Mine A under the PMA . " 

"About this time a special meeting of the P1IA local was 
called by the p>A local officers. This meeting was held at the pi ' A Hall 
and I was present as a member of the local, 1 did not hold any official 
position at this meeting. At this meeting a number of the menbers dis- 
cussed the general situation which I have mentioned, and the talk was that 
the men of the local wantad to vget back to work at Mine A regardless of »• 
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was involved. No one came out and flatly stated that the PMA. local 
should go over to the UNW, but the general trend or Wie meeting was to 
the effect that Nine A was now owned by ELshoff and that he favored the 
tqfif and that he probably would not open it under PMA, and that there- 
fore if work was to be had it would be necessary to join the No 

one in particular led this discussion at the meeting. 

"Shortly after this 1 received an unsigned form letter 
in the mail, and I think that there was a notice in the newspapers, 

U i ^ 4 - AkeA Ko & moofl no nf +hf> W ne A local 

L'ULIJ Ci, iCUV ViOt VJIW V rrvfcj^i_vk fcrw *- — - w 

at the Redmen's Hall, giving the time and date, and stating that the 
purpose was to discuss the current situation. 



b f w ho indicated that he wa s on a co mmittee which had 

visiied !*r. Elshoff. The whole trend w&s that ^ had 

been indicated by i£r. ELshoff that Nine J^^^^eopen and employ the 
men only if they came over to the UJF, BUJJstated that Ur. Elshoff 
had not flatly stated this, but that thi^as the impressionwhich 
Elshoff had left with the committee. As a result of HHHWt&lk, “*** 
the general discussion, the general feeling expressed oy tne men present 
was that they wanted to go over to the UlfT. I camot positively say 
whether the men wanted to go over to the UlSf because they liked the UUW 

i #. 4 a » Wtinlr Aft wrnvi^ nA cmr hnt. T h fll IfiVfi 

Ur UtSCciUSe fici£iuc:u. V* w »»w A *v m. w v, — - — — — — 

that It was for the latter reason. Ray Edmundson was not present at 

Redman 



"Due to the fact that there were not a sufficient number of 
men present at the meeting at' Redden , b Hall to take a vote, no vote was 
taken, but another meeting was decided upon at the Hodmen's Hall meeting 
It was subsequently announced that this meeting would be held at the 
Elk f s Club. A few days after the Redman's Hal l meeting, the meeting at 
Elk's Hall was held. It was held on a Sunday, 


fagain spoke, a nd^HH^HBspoke , and also 
who wa^aTaa on the committee wh^I^islted Mr. Elshoff, Bpoke* 
hope of the men to get their jobs in Mine A, was to join the jj 
UMffi, Inasmuch as this was the impre ssion left on the committee by Mr* 
Elshoff, and was the general rumor around. 
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"At this meeting a vot was taken, wmcn vote was pra^aca.uy 
unanimous in fivor of the FMA local going over to the UMBf. At this point 
Ur. Edmundson was invited to come to the meeting, and he was informed 
as to the decision which had been reached. He thereupon addressed the 

± 4 a amma 4k A mam A IHa ITlftf 

t. Xil^, &iiu C ba tcu OlKi L- i iC P»dC) ^ixca jc;u bu ft wtii wiu wit r i | 

end that he himself would do his best to make it possible for the men to 
go back to work at Wine A. 


"At the conclusion of the meeting, a group of men went to 
Edmundson* s ^ff^^^hisinvitation^Th^^group numbered about six or 
seven men, W se ^» When we got 

to Edmnndson'soff^^w^aiscussedthegetting of a charter for the new 
union local, and Edmundson said he would arrange for it and he also calle" 
hxs stenographer in and dictated a statement, which he signed, to the af- 
fect that he would do all in his power to get the mine reopened and get th 
men back to work in liine i^^Ednundson kept one copy of the statement, 
and gave the original to with the understanding that if the mine re- 

opened that the statement wouiu be given back to Edmundson. 


"At the meeting in the Elk’s Hall, after the vote was taken 
and Edmundson called, he sent his secretary for some application blanks 



"Other than as stated above Ray Edmundson made no assurances 
in my presence that the mine would open if the union were UM7; nor did he 
ever indicate in my presence the extent of his relationship with ELshoff. 
I have never heard of the plans which Elsnoff or Falcetti may have made 
concerning their plans for the operation of Mine A, or their relationship 
with t he UMV7, except as I have indicated above wherein I heard* the state- 
ment relative to the impression left by Elshoff on 
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knowledge which most of the men had of the fact that the Mine B operators 
favored the Ulftf. 


"Throughout this 
itine workers of America. 


<P . 

statement bv UiW 1 refer to the United 
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"I have read this statement consisting of nine hand- 
written pages, and state that it is the truth to the best of my 
knowledge. I have initialled each of the pages and place my signature 
on this last page. 


The original of this statement is being furnished to the 
Springfield Field Division with its copies of this report. 

was questioned closely as to whether or not there 
were two p.Ji.A. meetings at the P.U.A. Hall but stated that as far as 
he knew there was but one meeting and that he had not realiaed that there 
was a meeting at which a committee of the P.M.A. wa 3 appoin ted to con- 
tact ELSHOFF. He did state, however, that apparently 
were mea±>ers of such a committee since the^s^K^a^BUDs^uent meetings 
of having contacted FLSHOFF. 

HH«as specifically asked whether he was present at a 
meeting held on the same night after meeting at the Elk's Club at which 
negotiations were made for signing a contract with the U.U.W. He stated 
‘-that he knew of no meeting that night other than the meeting mentioned 
in his signed statement at which several of the officials and men pre- 
sent at the Elk's Club meeting went to Edmondson's office at which time 
ED1IUKDSCH prepared the signed statement promising to do all he could 
tcmards the reopening of the Mine. v 

It appears from the interview with that he was not in 
a position to have heard ELSH OFF make any dire ctsTaTement s with regard i 
to his attitude toward the reopening o^th^miTi^^n^th^chaM^^; of the 
Unions. Hem ever, it is apparent that 

both present at the conference with ELSHOFF and it is probably that _ 
was present at any negotiations which may have taken pla ce concer ning 
the 
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1 CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
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Title 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


Report Made By 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Statements set forth of approximately 125 additional 
persons who were members of FKA Local No, 54 atlliiaa^ 

"B* in May 1937, In general, these statements reflect 
that the vast majority of Mine "B* employees favored 
PMA in May 1937; that the sit down strike which followed 
the attempted opening on September 27, 1937, was carried 
out voluntarily by Mine "B" employees without outside 
assistance; and that the NLRB election of December 13, 
1937, was carried out in a fair and impartial manner. 
Concerning alleged U MW spies operating in PMA member shit 
durinr the sprinr of 1937. statemenis—obtained from 




ciined to be interviewed, claiming they" Ha a Been so ad- 
vised by an attorney. Various reports received indicat- 
ing employees at Mine "B* and\)<i ine "A" have been advised 
to refer requests for interview to ARTHUR^JJ ?id FJ2S£SS££^» 
a Springfield attorney. Statement of 
Board Member, set out. Jjgg GLASGOW, foVaor 
Member, furnished statement concerning pertinent conversa- 
tions with subjects ELSHDFF, FALCETTI, and EDMUNDSON. 
ROBERT C, »OLOMON , President, Panther ^reek Miner, Tnc., 
and his attorneys, L, G. PEFFERLE, and CLAYTON J. BARBER, 
furnished information concerning ELSHOFF's negotiations 
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEWS WITH PMA MINERS 'WHO WERE 

employ® at mine b in may 1937 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


hi ^ 
i*n r> 



iV ness due to his poor speaking and difficulty in expressing himself. He 


s 


gave information as set forth in the following signed statement: 



"Springfield, 111, 
September 7, 1943 



of Investigation. 2fo promises, threats, or consideration of any kind 
has been made to me to make this statement. I am willing, if necessary, 
to go to court, and repeat any part of this statement. 

♦' I have been a coal miner since I came to the United 

States in Hflk and have been a coal miner ever since. I have been _ 
working B sinc e Before 1932 I was a member of the United 

Mine TVorkeiV bf Americal^ATCer 1932, the local at mine B belonged to 
the Progressive Mire Workers of America. I was never an officer of either 
union. I attended the union meetings frequently, under both unions. In 
1937, when the strike started, I was satisfied with the way that the local 
and the Progressive Mine Workers of America were being operated. I do 
not recall that the men out there were against this union. I do not 
recall exactly why the strike started out there in 1937. There had been 
some quarrels over the amount of pay, but I do not know if that was what 
the strike started over. 


and do not know exactly what it was that he was expelled for. I think 
it was because he violated a rule of the union that a F1IW member should 
not associate with a member of the IMF, Cotton had been a good friend of 
Tony Plotch for many years. Tony had been expelled from the PU17 before, 
and Cotton had gone out to help Tony paint his house. Someone saw him, 
and preferred charges against him. Mien Cotton was expelled from the 
. union, I think he was satisfied with the way that the union was being 


1 uiu not work for about nine months. I remember that I was out at the 


was expel. 



was not at the trial when he was expelled 


John Ananias, who i s known as w C otton" 



*'I do not recall what happened during the time of the strike 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


1*1 




yi-o 



mine during the sit down strike, and stayed out there 
part of the tiiae. I was not working there on the day 
that the sit down strike started, and do not know what 
happened. I stayed out there part of the time. The 
men who were there on the sit down were all men wfro had worked at Mine B 
before, as far as I know. 


”1 recall voting at an election for the unions in the winter of 
1937* As' far as I know that was a fair election. No one told me how to 
vote, or tried to influence my vote in any way. As far as I know 
everyone had a chance to vote as they wanted to at that election. 

ff I do not recall exactly when I went to work at the Jefferson 
mine, BM^^^Cotton" was working out there, and he got me a job. I 
worked ou^^Jere about 11 months. It was a IBff mine, and so I joined the 
Ulf>7 when I went to work out there. YThen that mine closed I had my card 
switched over to the Mine B local of the UMW. I did not care particularly 
which union I belonged to then. 


1f I went back to work timbering when the mine reopened. There had 
been no big fires in the mine during the time that it was closed. 


"There had been some big cave ins, and they have not been cleaned 
up yet, in the south part. Some I helped to clean up myself. 

"I knew when he worked out there at mine B* He 

was an Air Check roan, or something like that. I went around testing air* 
He had not worked at Mine B before the strike. "Before the strike there 

the time, and working on other 
mine came back, after the strike, 
same s ort of wor k that he did 
AfterNMfceft, no one 
Flfstirraft there doing 



man cneckin g, the a ir part or 
s. we called 7/hen the 

came back a nd cont^nSa to do the 
ore, and that doing. 


was hired to do that kinC 
the same sort of things 


anc 


1f I heard that there was fight ing going on at the mine after it 
reopened. I was not interested in the tings that happened out there, 
and did not see any fights. I was a member of the mrJ and did not try 
to do any organizing or anything like that. I do not know of any 
organizing that was being done out there at the mine during that time. 


tf I do not recall Falcetti or Elshoff saying anything about 
either union, or which one they preferred. I did not see any papers 
handled out anywhere on the mine property. I do not recall signing any 
papers or petitions after the mine went out on strike* 
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Re: JOHN L. LHTUo, ET AT, 



"I hare read the 
other pages* It 



al Agent T B 


above statement on this page and tiro 
is all true and accurante. 


(Signed) 


J. 


CL. 


7 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




o 


V 


)p 


ni> 





INTERVIEW WITH 


V>, 






Springfield, Illi nois, was Interview ed at hi a hom e 
by Spe cial Agent $ and 

on September 7, 1943. flflflH^&dvised h^ryTj^^^^ye^>rTor to the 
J he was employed at 940. JJ|J|M^stated he did not have a 

f criminal record. AlthoughfflHBH^peaksan^iSaeratandfi English, he would 
" not be considered as a good Government witness as it was obvious during the 
V interview that he was not telling the truth and was in sympathy with U1W. 

rniehed the following signed statement: 

•Springfield, 111., 

September 7, 1943. 

make the following voluntary statement 
to n<tj Whom I know to be Special Agents of 

the Federal Bureau of I nvesti gation* Uo force, threats or promises have been 
made in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used 
in a court of law. 




I vms born in 
”1 first became a member of tJM*T in about 


in Springfield, 111* 


"I was employed at the Jefferson Coal Mine, S pringf ield, 111, i n 

about 1937 whe re I w as employed for 
m.r — — -- ~^™*»**®‘* • 




"I was employed at Mine *B n in July 1940 
driver through OSCAR FALCETTI at Mine 


I obtained a job as 
when I 






”In August 1940 I voluntarily joined UlflT as I perfered UMff tb PMA. 

“’■(hen I was employed at Mine n B p I did not see any organising for 
either UMfif or FMA and I did not see any fights between UMff and FMA members* 

M I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in Feb. 1941. So far as I know 
the election was fair and each miner at Mine w B tt was allowed to vote as he 
wi shed* 
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RE* JOHN L* LE*vI8 # ST at. 





* 1 never took an active part' in the activity of 
UUfi and I have never been an /of fleer of the union* 


*1 have read this statement consisting of two pages 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge* 



..ITNESSEDs — 


[Special Agent, F*r.I* 


A? 7^ 

h 7o 
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RE; JOHN L. LE77IS, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW ftlTH 


bn-S 


\ 



Illinois, was interviewed 
943, by Special Agents 


speaks and reads English very well, ana can unoersxana questions asl 
him. He stated he is willing to testify, but noted that his memory as to 
specific dates is not too good. He claimed to have no criminal record. 

The following signed statement was obtained from 
September 8, 1943. 

11 1, make the following voluntary statement to 

I^H^SBand cWV^ h(>m I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau - of Investigation, of my own free will, with no threats or promises 
made me . 


live at 

I was born 


Il lin oi s, and am wor kinr; 1 

„ I joined the United 

Mine Workers was a member “of than union until 1932, 

when I joined tne Progressive Mine Workers of America, when I was working 
at the Peabody Mine. I started working a t Mine B in 1934, and joined the P.M 
local t) 

W*.‘ iw 



een an of : icer in ahy"unioiw 



^From 1934 until 1937, things went pretty smoothly at the mine, .until 
about six months before the strike. At that time seme friction started, 
and some men began -talking up the U.M«W* union* Some of the men talking were 
Bohannon, Ploteh, Cartor, Austin, Sirtout, and Pasquale. Although they 
never talked to me about the U.U.Ti., it was generally known that they were 
doing it. 


"I went to quite a row P.K.A. meetings. Every member had a chance 
to speak his mind, and I, as well as most of the men, was satisfied with 
that union. I don't remember hearing of any favoritism shown by the manage- 
ment to the U.U.T;. before the strike. 


n I don't remember the P.M*A» meeting the night before the strike. 

A few days before the strike, I heard, at the mine, that the P.M. A. had de- 
manded that the management firo some men for acts done in violation of 
P.M. A. regulations. One of the men was AUSTIN, but I don't remember the 
names of any others. I hoard of a P.rJ.A. meeting to discuss this question, 
but don f t remember when it was. 

n I went to vrork on the day of the strike, and saw mon loading their 
cars short. I felt that some trouble was brewing, and didn't want any part 


10 



were loading short weights because the management refused to fire the men 
as asked* The men didn’t want to go on open strike, but hopod to force tin 
company* s hand in that way* They weren't instructed to load short, and 
agreed among themselves to do it* J 


T1 7ihen the men camp up from the mine there was a lot of dissatis- 
faction among them. I don't think the trouble was caused by the wage dis- 
pute, or any feeling against the P.&.A., because the men felt that the 
P.M*A. could do them as much good as the U.K.’S. I think the controversy 
between the management and the P.L5.A. over the retroactive clause in the 
contract was brought on by the management to start trouble, and give the 
management a chance to join up with the D.li.7*'. 


T, Gn the day of the strike, when I came up from the mine, 1 saw 
Plotch, Pasquale, and Pasqual e's son, come up and go into Falcetti f s 
office. It struck me as funny, because the miners didn*t usually associ- 
ate with the management. It wac especially peculiar, because I know they 
had been agitating for the U.M*7.\ I saw them in Falcetti’s office, but I 
don't know what they were talking about* *^hen I went homo froffn the mine 


^ i 


T-nau any, i Knew unau une r. £:**.. men wouian’u go duck no worK unuij. a 
settlement was n&de* I don't remember if the P.K.A. officers told us to 
stay out or not* 


\ 


"I don't remember signing any P.K.A* petition, or any other, in 
the summer of 1937. I heard at P.fi.A. meetings that the U.K/,. was trying 
to take over Mine B, and we*d have to fight to hold our jobs* I knew that 
a U.K.\. local was organized in the summer of 1937, but I wasn't asked to 
join. 

tt I didn't go out to the picket line in the fall of 1937* It 
seems to me that I went back to tho mine the night after the strike started 
to picket one or two days, but not after that. In the fall of 1937, I paid 
my dues to and wont out to tho mine to pay them. That was the only 

time I was around there. The decision to picket the mine was made at a 
P.K.A. meeting, but as I was working, I didn't go. 


"In December of 1937, I voted in an election at the State Arsenal* 


T * - ^ vr- — ^ ^ . Wh ^ r, Ui ^ ■# Vk 1 4 4^- J A *- - V 4 1 w #4 , . \ — A* -w* 1 a. ^4 T 4-rn A 4^ 4“ V. Vi a. 4 * A a 

j. wcuo v ui uii mi x J.y | uui* uu4i l- i wuyiuyui nuw ± wic huuauci 


T „a 4-A J i»A- 
i vuycu iur 


P.L r .A* because I was satisfied with that union. I felt that a anall group 
of men were trying to shove something down the throats of the rest, and 
refused to have anything to do with it. 
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RE: JOHN L. LK.7 S, ET AL 



TCTffffYTPT., 'ELTW 



"hhen I got notice that the mine would open in 1939, 
I went back to get ray tools, and quit for good* No 
one, at any time, ever contacted, or said anything to 
me, about -joining the TJ.M/J* 


"I have read the foregoing, consisting of approximately four 
pages, and state that it is true to the best of ray knowledge and recollection 


(s) 



Witnesses : 


^ %ents, FBI , Springfield, 111* (at 111*) 
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RE: JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL 


A ?o- 



INTERVIEW VTITH _____ _ ^ 

Springfield, ^Oinoi^^jasintervieTff 
home on September 4, 1943 by Special Agon and 

This man exhibited a lack of interest in union activities, 


dhowea a very poor nenory, and an inability to express hinself coherently. 
He said he never vac arrested. 


"Springfield, 111. 

September 4, 1943 

me of Investigation. No threats :or 
promises have been made to me to ODtain this statement. 


111 . 

.. Xr ^Bx first joined a mine union, the United Mine Workers. In 
1932 I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America, I rejoined the U.M.'P, 
in 1940. I have nev^r held an office in any union. 



"I presently live at 
am employed at Mine ^ . I wa 
I came to the United States in 



"I don't remember anythin., about the reasons for the strike in 1937. 
No one carae to me before the strike to try to get me to join the U.M.TT. I 
was satisfied with the F.M.a. and it made no difference to me whether I 
belonged to one union or the other. 

"Aftc-r the strike started Dominic Pasquale, Andy Schrelevious, and 
Frank "ustin at one time or another talked to me about joining the U.M.W. 
They did not threaten me. I think I joined the U.tl.TT. in 1940, but I am 
not sure. I joined the U.?!.V. because everyone else was joining that union. 

"I was only interested in working for my living and I did not pay 
much attention to union activities. I was willing to belong to whatever 
union would look out for me, and satisfied the majority of the miners. 


"I have had this statement read to me and I state that it is true 
to the best of ray knowledge." 


"witnesses: 



S, ■. cial ag^n 


F.B.I. 


Springfield, 111." 



- 13 - 


c 


0 


Q: 


^ s 

i 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AX 
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WITH 



the avera-e miner, makes it diff 
put to him. Ke is cooperative. . 
signed statement: 



Agents 

expresses him- 
hich is below 
him to properly answer questions 
furnished the following signed 


Illinois 
September 4, 1943 



voluntary statement to 
have identified themselves as 
Investigation. No threats or 
statement. I was born on 



became a U. S. citizen x nave 

sincejgdBand joined the United Mine TTorkers in 
Mine ^abOTt 1935 and am still employed there. 
1932 and have never held an office in any union. 


and^ both of whom 
pecial Agents ir^neFeoeral Bureau of 
ani s es have b een ma de to get me to make a 

knd came to the U. S. in 
working in the mines 
~ I started to work at 
oined Progressive in 



'* Progressive was started in 1932 when John lewis stole some ballots. 
I had nothing to do with starting PHA, I do not go to many union meetings. 


"As I remember, we had no trouble at Mine B in 1937 because of 
wages or contracts. '.7e did have trouble vfith some spies, men who were 
working for U.M.'a. Some of these men were Cotton, Tony Plotch, Bowling 
Green, and other’s. Thera wera about twelve or fourteen of these men. They 
never talked to me. P.M.A. gave these men lay off, (expelled) because they 
were spies. This happened at a PMA meeting. I wasn’t there but I heard 
about it the next day. The company wouldn't fire these men although they 
were supnosed to. The rest of the Fr.IA men got mad because the company 

wouldn't fire these men. I don't remember any talk*about wages at this 

time, although I recall that we were supposed to get some back pay when the 
new contract was signed, ^e felt that P.M.A. would get a good contract, 
as good as U.M.'T. 

"On the day of the strike I was working as a digger I 

went down in tho pit that morning, same as usual, and I don’t remember any 
trouble or argument that morning. X don’t renumber any cars being loaded 
short maybe I heard about it, but I am not sure. As I remember we were 

called out of the mine early that day, the men were mad because of the spies 

working there to. "Tion I came out of the pit., I went on tome. I am not 
sure when I learned there was a strike, whether it was that day or the next, i 
The reason for the strike was because the mop wouldn't work with those spies,. 

«I do not recall signing any petitions that summer, maybe I did ^ 
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Rs : JOHN L. LEVIS, £T AL 

i? ? £) ' 

D4TERVIE' ; ; Y»TTH but I can not remember well. 

"In September, 1937 I was notified that the mine was going 
to open. When we got out there those spies were there too, 
and we wouldn’t work with them. We started a picket line then and wouldn’t 
let anyone go to work. I stayed on the picket line, coming home once in 
awhile, and remained there until a Federal man came and made us leave. I 
could come home whenever I wanted to while the picket line was there. 

T * I voted in the NLRB election in December of 1937. A bunch of us 
went from Auburn to Springfield where we met at the Union Hall. Small group 
then went from there to the Armory and voted. The election was quiet and 
I s aw no trouble . 




"TThen the mine opened in 1939 I was notified to come to work and 
I did. At that time I was still a member of P.M.A. I remained a member 
of P.K.A. until sometime during the summer of 1940 at which time I joined 
United. 1 joined Unit-erj becau se there was to o much trouble, fellows going 
around hitting other follows. H^^g^Hfttried to get me to join U.K.^. 
and told me if I didn't I might gel kicKea out of the mine, or it might cos' 
me a lot of money. One morning v.'hile I was at the min^tssy^n^Tian knock 
another roan down but I went right into the washhouse. to 

my house just once, trying to get me to join U.K.W. 


and 


"The above statement was read to me by 

I declare it to be true and correct to the best of my memory. 


/s/ 



Witnessed : 



Special Agents, FBI, 

U. S. Dep’t. of Justice" 
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:Re : JOHN L. LET 'IS, ET AL 


i? 7c^ 

le'lCs 



observed to be a person of ordinary intelligence. 
He appeared to be honest and cooperative, although he claimed that due to 


went on in the nin^anapaTc little attention to union natters. It is not 


s have been made me to procure this state- 
ment. 


am employed at Pantht^^^^^^^ .1. I joined a mine union at Barclay, 

111. when I was abou-^SHHB^J^s. oldl have never held any union office. 
I first worked in Iline i^Aug . I have worked there continously 

while the mine was running until Aug. 1943. 


In 1932 John Lewis was supposed to have stolen the ballots and the Mine 
"B" men v^ent to F.M.A.. I did not care which Union we belonged to, never 
did. From 1932 to the time of the strike Eshoff and P.M.A. seemed to get 
along good. I know they hoisted more coal than they ever did. I never 
heard Elshoff or Falsetti say anything about getting rid of P.K.A. and 
getting U.Ii.T. back, they wouldn’t say anything to me. I think the P. M.A. 
officials and members h=>d some difficulty, seemed to me there were some 
few who wanted to go back in .U.H.'k even then. As far as I know local 54 
P.M.A. was alright , I never suspected the P.M.A. officials of stealing any 
of the money, the dues were no higher than U.K.T. 

11 1 remember the convictin of the P.1I.A. men for bonbing. X couldn't 
soy who done it. Between 1932 and the time of the strike in 1937_ I don't 


has no criminal record. 




fY.'V 


ve the following signed statement: 



Bprinpfi eld. 111 . 
Sept. 3, 1943 


|H[ give the following statement t: 

who are known to me to be Special Agts. of 



"I was bom 



near Springfield, 111. At present X 


"Prior to 1932 Elshoff and Ul!; got on alright as far as I know. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


/ ^ r 

& l C- 
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DJTESiLlEZ ITTTH 



Kq U# ever r 'ick 6 t 6 d ni j n g _ T He 3 rd th^t 


l consume 


Andrew Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, 
Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, Geo. and Emory Jacaway, 
Chas, Bobanon and James Hale were trying to see how 
many wanted to go over to U.M.Tr'. none of them bothered me at this time* 


"Between 1932 and 1937 I never heard of Elshoff or Falsetti giving 
any parties for the U.U.Hf. officials. I wasn’t in any position to hear this. 
I was not very active in union affairs. 


"Just before the mine closed I recall the contract ran out the 
first of April as always. I did not hear anything about any agreement under 
which the men were working. No one said anything to me about it. I never 
heard anything about the possibility of the P.H.A. not being able to as 
good a contract as U. 31.17. at that time I was on a switch Engine and didn't 
have to belong" to the Union. I don't remember anything about any disputes 
on pay day at this period. 


out. 


NT t r? -rn rvf. 'a ■k +. p Tl H t Via np 'tj+i-i r\ rr "f. uih ^ r'H c^rvmrs t.ho mgo Ti ’Wfo r'P 

J. U . J. \J UU11U UliU .1^ W JL. iL A ^ V » r iXA V4* lc/ ^ AAlVrf * * MV* H* 

I heard soeb men were kicked out but I don T t know f or sure* 


kicked 
On the 


morning of 4a y 12th I was working on the ItLne railroad and knew nothing 
? bout any possibility of a strike* I believe they quit working sometime 
before quitting time. I don l t really know whether the strike was caused over 
vnges or over the Co. refusing to fire the expelled men* It might have been 
either one* I know or rather heard that some cars were loaded short the day 
of the strike but I didn*t see any of them at the time. I heard one of the 
men \£\o favored U.Au -7, say he loaded cars that way because his buddy did 
and he felt he had to. T d on * t know why the cars were short loaded or who 
g-jve the orders for it. 


"I don't remember the petition of the P.ILA. on Jfey 26, 1937. I 
wasn’t around most of the time as I v/ould get work one place or another 
most of the tine. I do recall siting some petition for the U.K.17. thinking 
at the time that the U.ILT.’, was in the majority I found out later that 
I was misinformed. I don't know who told me that. IThen I found out that 
this was wrong I went up and withdrew my name. Prior to signing the U.H.W. 
p6?iiiion I had joined the ths ether engineers did too ws then wont 

out to the mine and saw the majority of the men were still P.ff.A* and went 
back and signed an a ffidavit * This af fa da vit was dated Sept. 10, 1937 at 
Springfield, 111, it states that the signers revoke their membership in any 
union other than P.M.A. The affadivit has been shown me by F.B.I. Agents 
and I acknowledge it to be true and made freely by me. The signature thereon 
is ny own. 


i 


nr ioa-7_ 

r * 


"I attended a meeting of the new U.M.'v, local formed in the summer 

T LJrb c kn’l rt Kir C; p rv*o 1 T a r\n t +. If-vareia trVin f . Vi +_ ^ +. wr» c -T^i Y'mckr’i 

p *' J « » ^ WU- V V ^ V ^ V ”i*V il W M V 4. w M W JL * * Q 1, -/A « 
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Re: JOHN L. IS IS, ET Al 




and they claimed they had a majority. 

rt I don't remember signing any other Petitions during 
the summer. It made no difference to me which union 
I joined. I wanted just to go with the majority of the men. I don't remember 
anything unusual happening during the summer of 1937 up to the time of the 
strike. 



l 


I 


"I v/as there when they tried to open the mine in Sept. 1937. I 
just went out and set on the engine and did no work. I don't know if anyone 
went into the nine or not. I had been working all along up to this time_ 
the engineers don’t go out on strike. Sometime during the sit-down strike 
the mine operators laid the engineers off because the mine had been shut 
d jvn so long. I never participated in the picketing at all__ I was there in 
my capacity as an engineer. After I was laid off I never went back to the 
mine till it reopened for good. The strike was peaceful and I know of no 
outside men being brought in by P.L.A. to help in the picketing. If any 
drunks came out’ the P. ".A, men took them away. I think the men vfere there 
of their own free will. I heard one man say they were just protecting their 
jobs. 


"I think Elshoff was appointed receiver over the Jefferson mine, 

I understood that some of the men from liine ’*B” went over there and did some 
work_ I don’t know why this was done. I don’t know how Ellshoff was able j 
to keep the mine closed for so long. I just heard some talk that he was I 
getting some money from Lev/is, ‘ 

”1 heard of the first N.L.R.B. election but took no part in it. 


"'.Then the mine opened the last tine I re^eived_some notice that it 

so I told Falsetti 


was going to open. that time I was working 

I would have to give some notice. He told me that tms alright to work 
another shift rind come back. 'Then I went back I paid my dues to the Progressives 
up until the time I saw it was useless. They finally_ when all the men were 
signing up x brought re an application and told me I would have to sign up 
.r?,in even though I had signed before. Some Italian fellow brought this 
blank to me at the nine_ I signed it without being compelled because every- 
one else vms going over. The men I believe^ went over to U.M.T. because 
they felt it was their only hope of keeping working. They knew that Elshoff 
would refuse to do business with the Progressives and figure that was the 
only way to keep the mine open. From the' time we went back to work up 
until the 2nd N.L.R.B. election^ I don't recall signing anything for either! 
side except when I went over to U.JI.1V. I never even saw a fight during the 
time from when we went back to work and the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. 


"I voted in the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. Nobody forced to vote 
in this election or how to vote. As far as I know the election was square. 
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Host all the men had already signed up for U.H.T7. 
but I heard they still didn’t all vote that way. I 
reckon I voted U.M.T7. but I really don't know. I 
think the I7.M.17. won because a lot of the P.M.A. men 
were gone lots of then didn't come back and I think the men just decided ^ 
that was the only way out if they wanted to work. The Co. just refused n 
t ^ have -anything to do with the Progresives_ I don’t know why but they 
did. I don’t know anything about the condition of the mine when opened. 

I know they don't get out as much coal as they used to tut they don’t have 
as many men either. I don’t know anything about any fire in Mine "B” 
jwhile___it was closed. I don't remember anything about the meeting at which 
r-ivas kicked out because of an argument over money matters. 


”1 have read the foregoing statement of 9 pagus and it is all true 
tc the best of ny knowledge. I am therefore signing this of my own free will. 



Special Agent F.'-.l, (Kilv/., ’'Is.) 
Springfield, 111. 

Sept/ 3, 1943” 
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is co-onc rative, and It is felt would make a satisfactory witness. It is 
noted that he was not working at Mine "B" from 1934 vntil 1940. Ho was 


rehired at lh.no "3" in 1934 after an absence of several months. However 
Pii. would not allow him to work and as a result he felt bitter toward Plk 
d that OSC.Ji Fi.LCErTl was aware of this trouble when he rehired 


the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to me to induce me to make a 
statement. 


the firs., . convention in 19327^ lit this time in Spring- 

field the men in the United fine getting pretty sick of the U.J1.Y.\ 
lot of the men were being kicked out of their jobs and 'put on 
the road* for minor reasons. The men in United figured if they 
formed a new union their troubles would be over, but it didn't 
turn out that way. The men then started Progressive in about 1932. 
The Progressive and militant members of United flocked to the Pro- 
gressive and it seemed to have a good start to be the best union. 

"The Progressive element seemed to fall off after April of 1934 
ft the o.M.’-i. union seemed to be growing. I left ifine B. in 1934. 

: hen I left Kino 3 it seemed to ne as though the union officers of 
progressive were a bit weak and didn 't seem to be able to lead the 
common membership. The local never seemed to be able to control 
the men and keep them in line as far as my opinion goes. The union 
seemed to be getting along OK with the company though up till the 
time I left the company at least. 

"„11 the- time I was in the Progressive union I was trying to 
have that union organize all the miners and unify them for a common 
cause iinov. r ventito 

I caj^ IB Ki^eol,lirie 3 in about^jctSoK 1 or November" anavPEea t 
my job back at Ilir.e B. I saw Oscar Falcetti and ho gave me my job 
back. Then I went up to the Progressive union meeting and was told 



1940. 



umished the following statement. 


"Springfield, HI 
Sept 7, 1943 



make the follovdng voluntary statement to 
H both of whom have identified them- 
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H that I was behind in my duos and they didn r t consider 

[ me a member in good standing. I had worked at Mine B 

one day when the pit committee told Falcetti I was 


not in good standing at the union and that I should go to the unioi 


start out at Mine B while other Progressives were out of work. He more 
or less evaded the direct question as to my reinstatement and in my 
opinion the Progressives didn 't want me to get back in the union or work 
at Mine B. 


"I drew up an appeal from this decision and mailed it to the National 


5-crctary, Mr. Keck, at Gillespie, but I never got an. answer. I was going 
to fight the case, but nado up ny mr.d I would never join Progressive again 
and in fact was quite mad at Progressives. I worked at WPA anc 1 odd jobs 
from 1934 to the fall of 1940. 


mine f was told by some of the men that United was in majority ?; that I 
could probably get a job out at hint 3. I called Falcetti and asked him 
if I could have a job. He told me 1 could always have a job at Mine 3 
and asked me if 'I had a card. 1 H~ knew that I had some trouble wath 
progressive and I suppose he was referring to that when he asked me abou£\ 
the card. Ha asked roe if I could get a card and although he didn't say \l 
it, I took it for granted that he wanted to know if I could get a union 1 
card in United. 'Then I went out to the nine I was approached by Joe ij 
..lbanese who asked roe if I wanted to join United. Nobody told roe to see 
Joe, but he was on top near the tipple and asked me to join. It is al- 
most a matter of policy for all miners unions to have a man on top whose 
job it is to see all new nen and try to sign them up. I joined the U.KP". 
at that time. I heard that there was a lot of fighting going on at Mine 
E from 1939 until 1941, but I personally never saw any fighting. 


ing the time I was the nine and before the i , - . . d 

talked to some of the men and talked to them about joining the U.M.V* In 
ray opinion there isn't room for two unions ir, the coal mining business 
and as far as I'm concerned 

ronsactions or 'deals f which aroused ray sus- 
picions, There was nothing to indicate anything was being done wrong 
m the local. 

"I did notice that duriig the period from 1940 there were a 
great many strangers hired at the mine. 1st of them were from tho soirtd 


and straighten it out. .Jien I got to the union hall I talked tc 
of Progressive and asked him if I could be reinstated. He said I couldn’t 


"In the fall of 1940, I knew there was a little trouble at the 


"I worked at Mine B from 1940 until 



Dur- 
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and many of them were united raen^and I think that 
a lot of those men are still working there, I was 
quite regular in my attendance at meetiiige up until 


a short tine ago. I haven't been to a union neeting of the U.H.Yi. 
though for about a month. 

"I believe that Falcetti worked at the Bremerton mine in 1934 when 
Ilshoff was appointed receiver. The mine was then under progressive I 
believe. I don't know anything further about Falcetti working at that 
mine at any other time. I did hear that the men were only paid 15% of 
their wages, but I don 't know who got the balance. 


and that he would give me a job because he felt I was entitled to one, 
I voted in the NLR3 election in Feb. of 1941 and everything seemed to 
be all right at that tine. I have read over this entire statement of 
b pages and wish to state it is true to the best of my memory. 




Witnesses 


/S, 



) special ..jonts, FBI 
I U.S. Dept_ of Justice " 


■22 



c 


o 


Re: Join* L. LEWiS, ax 


L 7 o 



.^J^VT0* i 

BHB 


PITH Illinois, 

was interviewed at ru^none on September 2, 1943, by Special 


.'.gent s S£H9HI^V an d 
and is able to understand am 


UJ speaks English very well 

answer questions asked of him. He expressed 


ir. *i f nor>oecL»wr 


her criininal 




X A 1 X . ^ <f CCT+ ■* f'l . 
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been arrested several times for drunkenness, but denied anv 
record. The following signed statement was obtained from 

"Springfield, 111. 
September 2, 1943 

make the foll owing voluntary statement to 
I whom 1 know to be Special Agents 

*ai BureauozlnvefxTg at ion , of my own free will, with 

no threats or promises made to me. 

at the the bhited 

Mine Workers, Iri^m when employed at Mine B. I remained a 
member of that un^r^ffitil 1932, when I joined the Progressive 
Mine workers. I took no part in the organization of the P.M.A., 
but joined it when the rest of the men at Mine B did. As I re- 
member it, the P.ILrt. was organized by tho men in 1932, because 
of certain ballots supposed to have been stolen. Lewis had tried 
to sign a contract with the mine operators, making the miners 
take a reduction in pay. The miners voted on the question, but 
before the vote could be counted, the ballots had disappeared. 

Lev, -is signed a contract with the mine operators at a lower wage, 
thus forcing the men to go back to work at a lower wage scale. 

The locals of U.K.V. because of this, stayed away from the U.M , 
and swung over to w;ien that union was organized. I was 

dissatisfied with the U.MxV. even before this time, because I 
didn't think the U.M.*:. was doing all it. could for the men. 

"I v;as entirely satisfied with the P.H.*. and with the way 
the way the P.If.j*. was run by its officers . 'The P.M.h. always 
made the operators of Mine B live up to the terms of their con- 
tract, and always treated the men squarely. I don't remember of 
trouble betv/c-en the mine management and the P. !£.■». between 1932 
and the strike in 1937. 

"The only tiling I can remember about company favoring of any 
union was one time when T wa$ talking to the superintend ent, • 

better conditions out o f the than out of P.M.k., that the ^ 
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TOTERVIK/ VI TH 
(Continued ) 


conditions would be to the advantage of Fine 3 
operators. This occurred some tine before the 


strike in 1937. i'o one else ever spoke to roe about 



joining the U.U.V. before the strike in 1937. 

"I remember seeing a notice of a special meeting to be held by 
the P.U.a. on the night before the stike. This bulletin was placed on 
the bulletin board at the mine. I did not attend the meeting, and 
don't remember why the meeting was held, although it might have been to 
discuss the terms of the contract to be signed ty the P.M.A. with 
iJ.shoff . 


"On the day of the strike, we were called out, as I remember, about 

T /-} * 4- -i •f' 4- Viij vm-v.-s "1 t i r9 /-nn4* Vvrt- + Via P If / /tv* Vvtr 

X uuii w rui i V j 1 iv j_j. vut iiit-ii v uuv i • i i*n# */j 

the management . I don 't remember hearing anything about the cause of the 
strike, and I don't recall any of the men loading their cars short on that 
day. I don't remember hearing any talk about U.M.V spies being discharged. 

"I don't renembu r getting any notice that the mine would be re- 
opened before the fall of 1939 , when it actually did open. In September of 
1937, when the mine attempted to open, with U.U.V. men also to work, the 
P.M.A. agreed by vote, to picket the nine and not allow any U.K.V. non 

A-.-, -.r „ 1 <1 4 '""7 ti. / .-.■{* 1 Kri v^-« 1.- /-n- 4 7 4 nr «— a » — n »'“> r, j-r.--?, mAr>-4- 

b/U HOJ'fL 4-V* Allb' jJLU'|AJO>C PI UI1C plbhb'U JL-4. «aO U V JE\ t- p UI1C J iCU l JL.J«=h. jl w 

of Mine B from using men, and allowing them to take over the jobs 

of the' P.M.A. men. I remember that some of the men who were in the U.U.T7. 

at that time, and wanted to go down in the mine, wore Bohannon, Hale, Pas- 

quale, Carter, rt ustin, and some others whose names I can't remember. At 
the time of the federal injunction, in 1937, I felt, as did most of the 
men, that its purpose was to get us off the mine property. I was on the 
picket line, arid saw only .'.lire B men there. ..fter the union vote, we 
bt ■ . ided on the picket line, but no one was forced to go out to the 

^ 7 4-r-s,-. 

J- _l j\. ra Cv 111JU* 

"In December of 1937, I saw a notice in the paper that there was to 
be .an election held by the labor board. I also heard about the election 
from the P.K.n.. Cn the day of the election, we met in Progressive Hall, 
and went over to the election twelve at a time, i’he gave us no 

instructions how to vote, and it was a very orderly election. A ballot 
was received from a representative of the labor board, when the ninerfe 
name and check number, had boon checked off the list in his possession. 

' 1 j-i Vi -t in 4 Vv'a ,«-i +- /i v A l-i + iiM ar»\r its* + n +■ K ,oir j >-* O m v* n wa C 

\illj_wil IL'iU UilW AJ^lAP 1/ W ^ J i ru. J. 1 l £ O VWWV OUW j uuwgy * 1 lie x ^ 

supposed to be a U.M. ••. nan as well as a P.H. t. man assisting the labor 
board man, but the U. failed to appoint a nan. So the labor board 

man selected a nan to help him, I voted for the P.M.*,. in that election 

because x felt that it was a better union than the U.M.V, 


24 ' 


e 


t 



Re: JOHi L. IMS, ET <>L. 


6 


7 ^ 


JMTERYIB^ ^ ITH 
(Continued) 


"I don't know much about the bombi igs In the 
territory, but I seem to remember that most of the 
men didn't believe that all who were accused of it 


were guilty. 

"In the fall of 1939 I heard through the officials that 

the mine was going to reopen. I think they said that the nine would re- 
open under a U^M^h^contract * ^bout one week before the nine opened, 
Bohannon .and came to my house, and asked me to join the tJ.K.Tf, 

They told me thatal^uhe men were going and I had better join 

up if 1 wanted to work. itSide from that, they did not use any threats. 

I told them I didn't want to sign up, that I didn't vrant to vfork in coal 
mines any more, bhun I went back to v/ork, in the fall of 1939* I just 
cleaned up some of the work left at the time of the strike, rot taking 
moTv than a couple of days, and then quit. I had some loose coal, that had 
been shot, and wanted to load it, and get credit for it. I also thought 
that sooner or lat^r the mine would go back ILL!* 1 *, and - didn't have any 
use for the -i, I also wanted to get out of the mines and into some- 
thing else if I could. 


"One day in town, after I quit the mine, I saw one of the men, 
who was hurt, I asked what had happened, and was told that he had 
been oeat up in the mine, I heard of others who were beat up, but I can't 
remember their names ft did hear tnat they were beat up because they 
didn't want to join the U.II.w, 


"I remember hearing, while the strike was going on, that Elshoff 
told Don KcGill and i that he never would sign another 

contract with the F.H.i*. I also heard somewhere that the I£Lne B nanagero 
and the U.U,*'. men had a beer picnic, but I don't know the time and 
place, or any more about it. 


"I did not vote in the election of 1941, and never joined the 


M I Know that there was no positi o n at the mine before the strike 
for an air-chccker* lifter the strike, had a job called that, 

and I heard that a person had to see him^rym^finted to get a job 
at line B. 


The above statement, consisting of approximately five and a 
quarter pages, has been read to me, and I state it is true to the best 


of my knowledge. 



Special Agents, FBI, 
Springfield, IH." 


hi 
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Re: JOHN L. LET, VIS, ET AL 
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INTE RVIEW WITH Springfield, 

intervi 

1943, by Special Agents VHSBHH and; 

kpeaks English very poorlyTana^^^iDAe to unc 

on^^Jhen spoken very slowly and plainly. He can write only his name. 

He ejcpressed his willingness to testify in court on this natter, and claimed 
that he never has been arrested. 


The following is the signed statement as executed by 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 3, 1943 



to ano 

the Fe dera^Ktre au o 
or promises made 


make the following voluntary statement 
whom I know to be _snecial agents of 
, of my own free will, with no threats 



"I was bo 

the United States in 

work at the Panther Creek Mine Number 4, and live at 
Springfield. 


and entered 
irin' field. I 


n I joined the United Mine Workers in Springfield in end 

remained a member of that union until 1932, when I joined the Progressive 
Mine Workers of America. In January of 1941, I joined the U.M.T7. ->gain, 
and was a member of that union until I quit Mine B, and went to work at 
Panther Creek. I am now a member of the P.K.A. again. As I remember, the 
P.J'.A. was formed because the j»en didn't like the idea of Lewis accepting 
lower wages for the men against their wishes. 


"The P.Ii.A. union was a good one. The union looked out for 
the men's interests, and treated them fair and square. Although I didn't 
go to many meetings, I was entirely satisfied with the P.K.A. Prom 1932 
to 1937, I didn't know of any trouble at the mine between the mine and 
Elshoff. 


"I don't remember anything about a P.M.A. meeting the night 
before the strike. On the day of the strike the men all went down into the 
mine. Then the Mine Management let some men, who were kicked out of the 
P.M.A. because of U.K.'S. work go down into the mine, the men, members of 
P.K.A. , began loading the cars short. The union officials hadn't told the 
men to do this, but the men did it on their own. About two o'clock, the 
strike was called and the men left the mine. 


"I don't remember signing a petition for P.M.A. , in the summer 
of 1937. I don't remember signing papers of any kind that summer. No one 


I 
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came to mo that summer, at any time before I -went back to 
work, and tried to get me to join the U.H.V. In December 
of 1937, at an election, I voted for the P.M.A., because I 
liked that union, and didn't like the U.M.T/. 



"I started work at Mine B again in December of 1939. Almost every day 
men came to me and talked to me and tried tiye^ieto join the U.ll.T. I 
don't remember who they were except one They all told me that 

if I didn't sign tfith U.M.T. I'd lose my job^^^r^Jany joined the U.H,T>, 
sometime before the election of 1941. I joined only because I was afri 3 d I 
would lose my job if I didn't. 


"Right after I joined the U.M.T. I was given a different place to work 
in, muc> worese than the one I had before, and w ;.s told that, if I didn't like 
it I could quit my job. In the election of 1941, although I was a member of th« ' 
U.M.T. , I voted for the P.‘!.A. because conditions were 100^ better under 
the P.M.A., and I liked that union much better. Under the P.la.A. I had better || 
rooms, and conditions were much better. 1 


and another man came to 


"One day, after the election, 
my room in tha mine, grabbed me by ihe"arms, ana wanted to know why I said 
that I had teen made to join the U.M..7. They didn't hurt or threaten me, 
and* when I told them I hadn't said it to anyone, they left. I never did 
toll anyone I was made to join the U. because I was afraid to say any- 
thing like that, because I know I would have been heat up if I did. 






ir 


"In September of 1937, when they tried to open up the mine, we went 
out to the mine to go to work. Falcetti asked the president of the P.M.A. v 
for 50 men to open the mine. The president said he would give him 100 men. 
to work the mine. Falcetti told him that he, Falcetti, didn't want P.M.A. H 
men, he wonted U.JI.'J. men. He srid he wouldn't open the nine if the U.M.Y7.U ' 
men didn't cone in to work it. I he^rd Falcetti say this at Mine B in Septem- 
ber of 1937. I went on the picket line at that time, because I wanted to, 
and not because anyone forced me. I didn't see anyone there who wasn't a 
Mine B man. 


"I saw^f after he was beat up in the mine, 

because he didn't want to join the U.iI. T ". 


He was beaten 


"I have had the foregoing, consisting of about three and a half 
mages, re ad to m e and I state that it is true to the best of knowledge. 
, f|§* was present when this was read to me. 
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INTERVIEW \fTTH 


who has also used the name 
ewed at his home, 



clearly 


Agen 
explain 
that he worked a 
his work papers. 


1543, by Special 
was not able to 



name on 
y well, 


jrentice under used 

[ is able to understand English rairJ 

but is able to express himself only in simple teng^H^claims a 
limited reading and writing ability in English. ^mmUj^said he is 
willing to testify in court. He stated that he has never been arrested. 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

ngpringf ieldj 111. 

Sept. *2, 1943 


whom I know to be Special Agents ol 
of my own free will, with no threats or promises made to me. 



'at ion, 


"I presently live at | Springfield, Illinois, 
and am employ ed ain-Uine a-* — I_a n re gistered on the mine lists as 
:ich name I used to 





e gotten a job unless 
had the experience, 'ihen Ke left the mines, I used his 


papers , 


the United States at Spring- 

field. 111 ., in HHfunoer petition number certi ficate number 

i P ^jigT joine?^^ union, the United HLne "/orders in Jjg9^ and 
member until 1932, when I joined the 
Horkers of America. I began work at Hine 3 in I 

the U.H. ». just after the election in February l94xl : .man tne TJ. 

won. 


: Joined' - 

J.H.rt. I 


h I Joined the P.M.A. because the majority of the men were in 
favor of it. I didn't take any active part in organizing the P.M.A., 
but just went along with the men. I was never an officer in any \jiion. 
From 1932 to 1937, I saw or heard of no trouble between the P.M.A. and 
the management, and I did not know of any bad feeling in the union, on 
the part of the men against the officers of the P.M.A., or anything like 
that. I vent to some of the P.M.A. meetings, but not very many. The 
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P.M.A. tried to do the best it could for its members, and 
was run all right. 


"I do not remember going to any P.M.A. meeting the night before 
the strike. I don't remember if a notice of the meeting was posted or not, 
and I don't know the reason for the meeting. A day or so before the strike, 
in 1937, I knew that there was going to be a strike, a couple of men told 
me there would be one, but I don 't remember who they were or exactly what 
they said, Because of this I didn't go out to !SLne 3 on the day of the strike, 
so I don't know what happened that day. 

"I don't remember signing any paper for the P.M.A. , or for any 
union, in the summer of 1937. I do know that I vas not asked to join the 
U.K.’t., either before the st-rike, or during the summer of 1937. 

"I don 't remember any notices being sent no about the mine being 

reopened. I did picket at the nine in the fall of 1937, when the other 
P.15.A. men aid, but I was not forced to. I did it because I vanted to be 
with the majority of the men. I do not remember seeing any men there who 
ere rot working, or had been worki :g, at Mine 3. I do not know the 
reason we were picketing, but I do remember that we heard of the federal 

injunction several days before the U. S. Marshal came out to the mine. 

"In 1937, I remember that I voted in the election held at the state 
armory. I don't know how I knew aoout the election, but I do know I voted 
for P.M.A., because I thought it was the better of the two inions. Ho 
one made me vote at the election, but I did it of my own free will. 

"I don 't remember exactly, but I think that I heard about the re- 
opening of Mine 3 in 1939 over the radio. I don't remember getting any 
notice from the mine management or from the union. I was sick at the 
time and think I started back to work at Mine 9 in 1940. About a vreok after 
I started back to work, some r.an I didn 't know came to me and told me I 
ought to join the U.M.h. because they were going to run the mine. I 
told him I wouldn 't join up right away, out would '..hen I thought the majority 
of the men wanted that union. This is the first time anyone ever talked to 
me about the and I never was threatened in any way, I joined the 

U. IV -. about two weeks later, because I thought most of the men -"'anted it, 
and I would have to, to keep ny job. No one ever told me that I would 
lose my job if I didn't sign up with the U.M. -. If anyone had said so, 

I would have quit, ^s it was, I joined without any threats being used. 
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"I don *t remember voting in the election of 1941. 
I had, I probably would have voted for the P.L.A., be- 
cause I iiad a lot of friends in the P.U.A., and liked 


If 


it better than the U.H.’l. Today, however, it makes no difference to rae 
which union is in. I just want to vrork, and keep ray job. 



lecige. 


"The ab ove statement has been read to me in the presence oi 

and I state that it is the truth to the best of ray kn orr- 
is statement consists of about four pages. 


i 


* 


/ s / 


"'fitnesses : 



Special Agents, FBI 
Springfield, 111." 
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INTERVIEW uITH __, 

111 inoij^T^^igtervi ewe d 
Agents and 

is a 2 en ana speaxs Englisn goou ana snouxa maxe « 

;air witnoss^^^^^hOT his knowledge of pertinent facte to this case is 
limited due to his not being employed at Mine *0" during the whole controvert 




sial period. 


has.no known criminal record. 


The following signed statement was obtained from 

_ 111 . 

September 4, 1943. 

make the following voluntary statement te 
and who are Special Agents of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation. No threat^or promises cf any kind have been made 
to get me to make a statement* 



*1 was born 

111 . 


Ill, and reside at 


"I began working in coal mines at M|H ill. about i 

joined UMA at that time and remained such until 1932 when I joinc^r.M.A. 

I was working at Panther Creek Mine at that time and our local voted to 
change to FMA and then the mine shut down. I did not work in the mines after 
that until I started at Uine u B n in 1936, 

M I knew of no trouble at Kline "B" when I first started to work 
there but a month or so before the P.M.A. contract ran out, I remember some-i 
one telling me that U.M.^.^wa^^t tempting to sign up the miners in TJMuu A 
little later a man named ^m^told me that the shot firer whose name was 
"Jimmy 11 was asking the men to join and that I should watch my step 

but he never did ask me to join U.M.I.* 


"During this time I heard that Joe -ALbonese, Andrew Schrelevious , 
Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John Ananias, John 
Sirtout, Charles Bohannon, James Halo, were all working as spies at Mine n B tt 
but none of them ever approached me to got me to join U.U.'u before the 
strike in 1937. 


”1 did not know any of these men had been expelled from P.M.A* 
at the time of the strike and I did not hear that we were supposed to load 
curs short on the day of the strike. I worked a full day and loaded all 
cars tho same as I had been and had two cars loaded in the mine which were 
labor hoisted when the mine #v as openod for one day by U.M.7*. I learned that 
the mine was on strike the next day when I went to work the next day* I 
learned that the reason for the strike was because the men refused to work 
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Re: JOHN L. LSVIS, ET AX*, 


tic- 



with these men who had been expelled, and that the \ 
men were expelled for trying to organise for 

•I signed a petition for P.W.A* about two weeks after 


“I don f t recall signing any other petitions in the summer of 1937. 

I saw in the paper that the mine was to reopen and I went to the mine with 
my bucket expecting to go to work but when I got there these 12 men or so 
were lined up at the company office with Oscar Falsetti and the P.M.A. men 
refused to work with these 12 * I did not hear any comments by Falsetti at 
that time but Falsetti did tell mo at my home one time while the mine was 
closed that he didn't think Mine would ever open up under P.M.A* contract 

*1 picketed at Mine *B n until we were served with an injunction* 
Only Mine rt B n employees were picketing. 


n I voted in the N.L.H.B. election in 1937 and in my estimation 
the election was fair and conducted in a satisfactory manner, lie went in 
groups from the P.M.A* ball to the election and there was no violence at this 
time that I know of, nor were we threatened at anytime during the election. 

'•There was an attempt tc open the mine again shortly after the 
election but only 18 non who were U.K.Tv. went down the shaft and the rest 
of us refused to work with them. 

tr I then got a job in February, 1938 at Panther Creek No* 5 Mine 
and am still employed thero. I am still a member of P.M.A. and I have not 
hold an office in any union# 


11 About Christmas, 1937, Pete Carter and another man unknov/n to me 
came to my house attempting to get me to join IMu so the mine could be 
opened but I refused because I like FMA better them UMYi* 

,f I have had this 4 page statement read to me t; 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 




witnessed: 



Special Agent, FBI. 
Scial Agent, FBI. 
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Ret JOHN L. LSnS, BT AL 


INTStVIE'f ‘ JlTH 


be quite a verbose ta 
much as he had always been interested in 
he h«d m&ny enemies within both unions 
tones of his political connections# 
manner, but it is not believed he wou 




Special Agents 
e acted to 
and advised that in&s- 
litioal activities 
poke in very bragging 
peaks in an intelligent 
reliable witness* There 


is being set forth below the following signed statement executed by 




"Springfield, 111 
9-7-43. 

make the following voluntary statement to 
both of who® have identified themselves 
as being Speciamgents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No 
threats or premises have been made to induoe me to make any statement, 

at I s tar bout JH^feuid 

j o inenthc^^S’7 , at that time. I have held various off^os in the 
U.M*'7* but can't remember the dates. I haven't been going to union 
meetings fo^the past month or two. I reoa^naw that I started 
roinin^^^^JPand star ted a t Mine B ir w, VC)t 9 d_ ^t-Mine B 




"I believe it was in 1938 or 1939 that I went baok to 
Mine B an^^^^d went progressive 

ary card ^ii Progr ess^Q^^*^! s raeairc^^^^J^^^BT't have to pay 
dues in the union and made it sure that a man wouldn't lose his job* 





"I believe it wus in April of 1940 that I started working 
at Mine B again and have worked there ever sinoe* V/hen I started 
buck at the mine I thought that my card in progressive was still good. 
The progressives told me at first I would have to pay 
a fee of $25 and when I objected they lowered it to $10* This r. 
was supposed to be an initiation foe for now miners and sinoe I 
didn't think I should oven pay $10 I told them so. I was finally 
aocepted as a member in good standing of progressive and I believe 
I paid dues for about throo months* 

"To the best of my ro collection I had workod at the mine at 
least a month before 1 even inquired about my status with progressive. 
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RS* JOHN L. LE7IS, ET aL. 

L>1 cJ 


INT ERVIEW T 7I TH 
(continued , 



My heart had always more or less^been with United 
Mine Workers so after about 4 months I decided 
to Join U.H.W* No pressure was put on ne to Join 
und no threats were ever n&de against me* 


f I don’t know much about the events at 
during the tine I have teen employed at 
Mine B I have never seen any fighting. Cki one oooasian^^^^^^^^ 
started back at Mine B the first time af ter the strike 
ed me how I liked ’Boobing for United.' 



mi-H, * i ] r\i , n 

1/1(3 UIllULi £-LLV" -L. 


T Vr, ^ rn# 


An an iifrro orient with'5 


then 


IV *» -- — — W* ' 

that if either of the two got more votes than the other 
rer votes would throw his supportt^the 


"Nobody over told me I fed to be a member of any union to get 
a iob at Mine B* The progressive men asked ne to ouno to meetings. 

. 7 a +:n -Join Lnv union* I ioined the 

out no tnrwu^s a ^ ~ — ■-* ~ 

United in 1940 because I figured I would bo with the majority. 

n I have read over this entire statement of 4 pages and it 
is true to the best of my memory. 
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Re; JOHN L. LEAIS, ET AL 


b 7 cs 
b l €> 


\ 



o 




Ireplied. to an questions asl 

but gav^Tl^^mpression he studiously avoided making replies that would be 
helpful to the government's case. From personal contact with this person 
he does not appear to make a desirable government witness. He executed the 
following signed statement. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September $, 1943. 



Federal Bureau 


the following voluntary statement to 
[wham I know to be Special Agents of the 
S, Department of Justice, 




mployed at Mine "B" Springl'ie 
Ipringfield, Illinois 


"The first mine union I joined was the United Mine workers of 
series wh^hwill be referred t^herefomfter as the UMW. I joi 
union Illinois, about and worked at the 

Coal CompaS^F: Jr 111 inoy^™^^^rkoa at four other mine 
time I started worTm^y tb-^ JSsig^lli^^fc oal Co, until the time I started 
working at Mine "B". 



*1 started working at Mine "B" in October J^U^nd left there 
two years later which w as about nB I returned to work at Mine "B" two 
months later in worked under the UM*i during the above periods. 



"As far as I know relations between Elshoff and tho UMTi prior to 
1932 were good and the same applies to the relations between Elshoff and 
the Progressive Mine Workers of iunerica which will be referred to herein- 
after as FMA from 1932 to the Spring of 1937. 


"I never hoard that the PMA miners were dissatisfied with PMA 
officials. I know of no fraud being used by PMA officials against the 
rank and file miners of FMA. 
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Re t JOHN L. METIS, ET AL ‘ 

^7 Z> 

> 

n I voluntarily joined the PMA in September, 1932. I 
liked the P.M.A. and felt I was getting more benefits 
under the FKA than under the TJMT7, but I do not care 
which union I belong to., 

W I knew the following miners who worked at Mine B prior to the 
close-down in May, 1937: Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelevious, Dominic 

Pas quale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John (Cotton) Ananias, 
John Sirtout, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, James Hale, and Cudge 
Bumgarner. 



W I never knew that any of these men aggitated or organised for 
ULT.V before the strike in May, 1937. Before May, ,1937 I was never contacted 
by anyone to got me to join UMIf. 

”1 feel that FMA had the majority at Mine B from 1932 until tha 
strike in Kay, 1937. 

n I am not familiar with the wage scale controversy in the Spring 

of 1937. 


W I did not attend the FMA meeting of May 11, 1937. 


,f I have never attended many union meetings before I became a 
trustee of the UMTT. 


J6fe. J 

cod in 





BB a 

noticed on every TrTp on the last day 
ne mine worked in May, i 93 '/"which was May 12th,. that the coal cars were 
being loaded short. I did not know the reason for this. I noticed the 
men were uneasy, but I did not know why. 


W I was at Mine B during the picketing, and stood around the yard 
with the other PiJA men. I did not work. 

"I do not romember the PMA petition of May 26, 1937, and I do 
not recall any other petitions being circulated that summer. I do not 
remember any of the occr . ssions Mine B tried to reopen* I did not go the 
the mine when it tried to re-open* 

*1 started back to work in Mine B. in November,. 1939^ as a 

m^ 27 i>>ar of HjJL# 

"I joined the UM17 sometime after I started back to work in 
November. 1939- and before the second N.L.R.B* election in February, 1941. 




c 
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Re t J OHN Li # LETi I S > HIT AL * 


Js> 7 

^?£> 



tt* ?k ^ T »if>nrwa(1 4- r\ wi-vV«\r *4" Ui' Wfl 

ill it. i i x v L*Ui |iu u W rrui n. a v nxiiw 


^ *i TJr^Tr f* _ 1 QI^Q . 


(continue 


I saw a lot of miners starting to work there that I 
had never seen before. I do not know where they came 
from. Later I found out from conversations I had at 
the mine that these new men who I did not remember were Dili? organiser*# I 
do not mean to include in this group the men whose names I mentioned here- 
tofore in this statement* 


tt I would like to relate how I happa^d to sign up with TMif* Ctae 


morning 


"V, o'!- 4 rvm ^ rvT +-.V\« tyii n#-> nnH VP lx "MV A.T1.QTTW riATno lirv "hn 

■ ^ ■ ' — AA_ — — r — 


me and asked me what I thought about signing up with UMit. I said I. did not 
know* but I would wait to determine what the rest of the miners did. Be 
told me not to wait* He said he did not think tho mine would work if we did 
not sign up with IMS, but he did not say why* Ho said if we did not sign 
up with UITn the mine would work steady in Mine B* He did not threaten me. 

1 have never talked to any minors that had been threatened* 


rt I never heard there had been a big fire at Uine B or any fire at 


*1 think the results of the first NLRB election held in December, 
1937* presented a true picture how the minors felt* That election was won 
by the RLU 

U I have read this statement consisting of three and one half pages 
end have initialed the first three pages and it is correct to the best of 
my knowledge* 








c 


o 


RE* JOHN L. LBT1S, ST ^1,, 






BH&nd he advised he has neve^DeeS^rresxed in hie life* It “was 
noted that he had seme difficulty in understanding setae questions asked 
him but was able to give understandable answers* He mentioned he went to 
the seoond grade and did not have any further education* If his 


ELSHOFF got along O.K. before Mine E closed or if ELSHOFF ocmplained 
of P.M.A* Just before the mine closed I hoard from other miners that 
JOHN L. Li? /IS was giving some money to ELSHOFF but I oon't recall more 
about it# as far as I know Fliu officials got along O.K. with PHa 
miners* I have no opinion re the bombings by Flia men* 


awuy, as far as I know PMa officials were running tho local O.K* I 
don't hear nothing of trouble between FUa i UT47 before Mine B closed & 
T don't knew of any spies being there. I never hoard a thing about any 
parties bot * U.M.M. & ELSHOFF or others* I don’t recall much about 
the v/age quo st i on at Mine B before it closed as it is suoh a long time 
ago# I know nothing about a meeting before Mine B closed* I can't re- 
oall what happened on day mine closed as it is so long ago, and I don't 
know why the mine dosed at all as I never paid much attention to it* 

I think I onoe heard PUa wus going to kick out several men but I don't 
think they did it* I heard fran the minors that 'H1&S9 BBf^d 
them to prat only a shovel full of coal in their car'll Mine B 



>nev is neoessary. it is felt that he will make a fair witness 



Agents obtained fran him the following signed statement* 



premises have been made me# 



"I never attended any F!Ia meetings beoause they are too far 
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closed * I recall of siting Beveral petitions for 
Blft but I never signed any for U.Ji.’f* I signed them of 
my own free will k no one foroed me to sign* I oan T t 
recall if IM7 lead a petition out in 1937 but I know 


I never signed for them*. I heard scmething about HUM forming a new local 
but I never paid any attention to XBf / matters at all. In fall of 1937 
I was at Hine 3 because I saw in paper it was going to open under Biff k 
FaLCETTI wanted to let some ULfi men down but he wouldn’t let H!a men 
down so no one went down k strike started k I went out part of the time* 

‘Ye were protecting the property & our jobs. No foroe was used to make 
me go out. It was peaoeful.. No outsiders were there except local 64.- 1 
was there when MaRSBaLL oane out k we all left k wewere glad so we could 
get home. Papers said several times mine was to re-open but I never went 
out till it opened for good,. I recall of voting at first N.L.E.B. election 
at Armory in Springfield, 111*. I voted the way I wanted to & it was for 
No one foroed me to vote k it was a good election.- I never heard 
about men going to Jefferson Mine, In fall of 1939 I got a registered 
letter frcm Mine Btel^uig me to come out on a oertaij^day k I went fe saw 
FaLCETTI & he sai^HJj^Bwus caved in k he put mo in I worked 

only 3 day.ssus roomw^^f ini shed then k they oould no^si^op anymore* 
FaLCETTI said he would send word to me k he did about 7 weeks later,- I 
worked about 2 months & some air-boss of TMf came to me k said I shouldn't 


cards in 1940 or not* I never heard anyone of Mine B toll us we had to 
join TM7 - it wus just iMf men who -era around, Hiv felt they lead 
majority so didn't do anything* 


<Sc ndmundson k several others there told us to vote for HIM k not for PMa* 

I k others still felt that P.M*a» was better but because I had joined up 
with Uf T I felt if I voted for Hit that Ulf f might find out k I was soared 
so voted UM>7. It was a good k seoret election* I first wa 9 going to vote 
for PMa but after attending the meeting I felt I had bettor vote for UMTf. 
P.M.A. lost that election because Hine D would not hire P.U*A, men - but 
did hire a lot of new tlf.f non* 



with 30 H.rV7 men so I oould get a job*. I was well satisfied with P.M.A 

then but joined over to get work. I heard too that men were being 
beat up but I never saw it. ^^clon't know if I signed any membership 


’’Just before the second MIPB election I vent to a Tiff meeting 



c 


o 


rsi john L. urns, et al. 


ERVIET "JITH 



"I can’t read English go od- s 
read this 6 page statement to me & I have flignec 
my own free will* 



has 
t of 


Witnesses* 



>peoial Agent, F*B.I. 
St* Paul, Minn* 



Speoial Agent F*3*I* 
Pawnee, 111 
Sept* 3, 1943*" 


(idilw) 
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Ret JOW ij&i ) UT AL. 




INTERVIEW rilTH 




at his residence, 


1943. He appeared willing to answer the questions put to him, and said 
he would be willing to testify to the facts as set forth in the following 
signed statement which he submitted. He can neither read nor write. 


of America which will be referred to hereinafter as the PMA.. 

’I was a coal digger for the first year at ’tine *3' and then 


"I have never held an office in a mine union. 

"n.s far as I am concerned I liked the PJIA and was satisfied 
with its leaders. As far as I know there was no dissatisfaction 
between the P-^ rank and file and PMa leaders. 

"I went to many Ulti meetings because I was fined if I didn’t 
but 'I only ;vent to a few Pill meetings because of the distance from 
my home. 

"I know nothing about the relations between Eishoff and PMA 
prior to 19 3 1 ?. 






v/orked as 



I am presently employed a 
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Res JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



3NT 



U V 


Contanupci ) 



"I was not acquainted >dth the wage scale 
controversy, except that I have about seventeen 
dollars owing me by Mine 'B* dating back to 1937. 


"I did not attend the PitfA meeting of May 11, 193’? and 1 do not 
remember what the discussion was at the meeting except that it concerned 
sore miners who were thrown out of the PlIA. 


”1 remember that on May 12, 1937 coal cars v/ere being loaded 
short. Sometimes that day I pulled whole trips with the cars shorted. 

I did not know why the cars were shorted. 

"It was seldom during this period because of my job that I got 
a chance to talk to the miners duri ig working hours. 

"I helped picket JUne r 3’ after the strike started, for three 
or four weeks. 

"I do not remember the PUA. petition of May 26, 1937 or if I 
signed a petition at that time -L do not remember signing it, or any 
other petition. 

' "I remember that 1 went to Mine 'B* vrith the intention of going 
to work each of the three times it tried to open. 

"I heard it was going to try to re-open on each of the three 
occassions by talking to other miners near ray home. I was too faraway 
to hear the mine whistles blow and I never saw notices in the newspapers 
nor did I ever get notification about this from the mine, 

"&ch time I went to mine '3* to go to work the only men that 
vent down ir: the mine were sympathizers. There were about fifteen or 
twenty of these men and PM* members would not work as long as these 15 
or 20 v/ere allowed to work. This was due to the fact that PMA still had 
a closed shop agreement with Elshoff. I think some of these 15 to 20 
men v/ere already signed signed over to UMW. 

• "I know the follovjing miners who worked at Mine '3 ' both before 
ard after the strike and ± believe they were TJ]£T sympathizers, and ag- 
gitating for UlJW; Cudge Jumgamer also known as tec Bumgarner, Joe 
~lbanese, ..ndrew Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank 
..ustin, Tony Plotch, John (Cotton) manias, John Sirtout, Oeorge Jacaway, 
Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and James Hale, 

"These above mentioned men aggitated for Ulli both before and 
after the strike t 
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Res JOHN L. lEOIS, ET aL 



^70 

n J started back to work at Mine 'B* on 
November 6, 1939, and numerous times thereafter 
before I signed up with U Hi Charles Bohannon 


talked to me and said 'when are you going to get right No one 

else ever said anything to me and no one ever threatenedme^^™ 


"I do not know if any of these men vhose names I mentioned above 
worked at iuine 'a' during the time Mine '3' was closed down on strike. 


"I never heard any threatening remarks made to anyone. 


"I think the N.L.R.3. election held in December, 1937 at Spring- 
field, 111. was fair and I never heard any miner say it was a fraud or 
was not fair. 


"If I had a chance now of working either mder UlF or PlJft I 
would rather work under Pit., because X do not like John L, Lewis. I 
felt the sane way after -*• returned to v;ork at Mine 'B* in 1939, but I 
had to have v;ork and felt that the majority of the miners were signing 
up with the I believe that most of the niners vtere signing up 

with UMh at that tine because they were afraid they would not be able 
to v;ork there any longer as members of Pit. because Llshoff wanted the 
UMW. 

"Inasmuch as I am unable to read and write and there is no 
member of my family at home t his s t atement c onsisting of three and one 
half pages was read to me by ar) B ^ ^ rue ant ^ correct 

to the best of my knov/ledge. 

"Witnessed: 




ent F.B.I. 


Special .^gent F.B.I. 





^<■-1 
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Re: JOMJ L. LEi/IS, ET A L. 


A 


THT'P.PUTh.lV J T TV 



was interviewed at his residence in 
on September 2, 1943 by Special Agents 



Illinois i 

•understand it only \dth diffic 
felt that he would not make a satisfactory vitness. 
he had no criminal record. 


He advisedh^was born 
Id States in and was naturalizec 

He speaks Lnglisr^ery poorly and can 
y, His memory is not good an d it is 

dvised that 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 2, 1943 



I know to be Special Agentsofth^^deralBurea^T^LnvesTigation. 
I make it \athout fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 


in IS Springfield, 111. 

"I started working in Mine '3', Springfield, a bo ut 
and I then became a member of the United liine TTorkers of America 
Union. In 1932 most of the men in our local vent over to join 
the Progressive liine Vorkers of America Union, and I became a 
member of Flak in 1932. 


"I took no part in the organizing of any union and I 
have never held an office in any union. 

"Between 1932 and 1937 I never noticed the UII'i to picket 
or try to organize at Kine 'B The company did not appear, to 
me, to favor one over the other, that is either PMA or UMf. I 
know of no strikes or close donuis during this time. I would pre- 
fer to work under no unions, and it does not make any difference 
to me which union I belong to. From 1932 to 1937 I thought FIIA 
was an honest union, and I thought the officials v/ere honest. 

I do not know anything to speak of about the bombing cases. 

"I never noticed anyone being a spy for UMv during this 
time and the onlviMng I Know about the strike is that on some 
day in ‘fay, 1937 /fsfiHB told the engineers not to pull any more 
coal and ve were out. This vas about an hour before- 

quitting tireand I came up to the top, washed and vent home. 
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Re: Joai L. LEVIS, ET aL. 


I did not know why we went out, and I still do not 
know, I heard there was some trouble about some PMA 
men being kicked out of the Pi£V and I also heard 

there was some trouble about the contract, but I do not know which, if any, 
of these was why we walked out, 

'M went to the Mine 'S' the next day but we did not work again until 
in November of 1939, when I got a letter from the company telling me to 
come back to work, I do not rei .ember ever being notified in any way to ' 
come back to work before that time, and after LJay of 1937, 

"I remember there was a picket line by PLLi in the fall of 1937, 
but I was never in that picket line and I have never been in any picket 
line, I do not remember signing any petitions during the summer of 1937, 

I might have signed a Plii petition during this time, I am not sure, but 
I am sure I did not sign a Ult* petition during this time, 

"I do not know anything about a Ulfm local being organized in 1937. 

"I remember voting in a NationalLabor Relations Board election 
in about Lee . , 1937, when PMi beat Ulf.. jm^tolc) me there was going 
t,o be an election but no one forced or threatened mo in any way in that 
election and I thought it was a fair election. 

» »hen the mine opened in Nov., 1939, I vent back to work and 
I was a Pxlti. I don 't remember when I changed to but I know I rras 

oi. e of the last and it was probably near the end of 1940. No one ever 
threatened me or forced me in any way to join UI.J; and I joined because 
I didn't want to lost my job, I hoard most of the non had signed up 
with UM- so I did. Fbr about four months before I signed with UlfV 
I belonged to no union. 

"I do not remember whether UM.- tried to organize at line r B f - 
and all I remember is no one- tried to get me to join UN . I never saw 
aiyor.e get beat up, and I only remember that I heard some of the P’ii 
men Were beat up, but who they were or anything about them I do not 
remember. 




w -hen I went back to \/ork in 1939 I did not notice whether 
there nad been any fires or cave ins. 

> 

"I do not remember voting in a second JXRB election. 
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Re: JOJfJ L. LEmTS, ET aL. 





’’This statement of four pages has been read to 
me by Agent Reitman and it is true and correct to the 
best of my knovledge. 


/■ 


"Witness 



Special Agent, F.3.I. 


/S/ 



Special j-igerrt 


F.3.I." 
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Re: JOHN L, LEA < IS, ET AL 


^7o 

l&lD 



\ 


The following signed statement was obtained fro 





I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I make 
it without fear of throat, force or promise of any kind. 


"I first started working in mines in about^^^H I then joined 
the United 'line 7,'orkers of America Union and belonged to UMU until 1932 
when 1 joined the Progressive Mine TTorkers of America Union. I was working 
at Panther Creek Mine #1, Auburn, 111., at the timo. I joined FlIA. because 
I didn’t like the actions of U>f7. I refer to the time in 1932 vfhen John L. 
Lewis’ men stole the ballot box. I remained a FMA until August of 1938 


v.'hen I quit mining and stopped paying dues. I did not join any mine union I 
or work in any mine from August of 1938 until about July 27, 1940, when I . 
v/ent to work as a digger in the "ine "B", Springfield, 111., at which time, 

I joined UM7. 

"In July of 1940 I v 
a neighbor, who was working a 

I'ine "B" so I ’.vent out to Kin 'd 


the fellow to soe about a job, 

"I went up to Cadge and asked him for a job. He took me to soe 
Oscar Fnlcetti and then (judge told me to come out and bring my tools. 

Nothing v;a$ said about any union at that time, I got some tools and started 
working a couple of days lator. 

"About three or four days after I started v/orking camG up ■», 

to me and told mo to join U VSS by signing with a little Italian 'fellow whos e/ 
nomo I cannot remember, Vo one forced me or threatened me physically, but/ 


|^B|told me if I wanted to work at Vine n B* I would have to sign with I 
r JM7, so I signed with UM7# I joined U1SY because I knew if I did not join ! 



I am presently employed 


out a man vhom I later found 
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Re: JOHN L. LETCS, ET AL 




C 




INTERVIEW .VI TH 


UMW I would not koep uy job at Hine "B" and I wanted bo 
work at Vine n B" to raakc more money 'than I had been o-n 71*4, 

"I worked at Mine W B" a little more than a year. I had been 
hurt doing work in the mine during this time and after I came back after 
being laid off sick for a while. Jack Falcetti told me I would have to pay 

& ’’7 r\r\ 1_ 1 1_ ^ ^3 J- ^ rt. Tnn a! rrrt T V As As.W> i»Vi PT i-i 4" *4 1 Wo « A 4 j4 

^ f *^JU U ti U i U at lit I15LU WU uavc a- iUCU4 'uj.cau uij i wum "iiivu uui. vj paiu 

after I shot my face, I did not want to pay him $7.00 so I quit and have 
never been back to mine "B 11 since# rhen I first started working in Kine *B* 

I had a good room. Then I had a couple of entries - and then I got a bad 
room. That is when I hurt my back# 


"T.hile I was working at Mine "B* I 
take new men into Oscar Falcetti to b 
any one else doing any organizing* 


saw $>?ngarj^ar and maybe Bohannon* 
hired. I "do noi remember seeing / 


1 


"The only fight I remember seeing was one morning I saw a little 
Italian fellow whose name I cannot remember, come out of the wash house 
hollering that he * d been hit. But I saw nothing except the Sheriff came 
at that time and went in the wash house and brought out Bohannon# 

"On February of 1941 the Rational Labor Relations Board held an 
election. The morning of the election the UTF7 had a meeting and told us 
how to get down to the voting place and only a few at a time was to go in. 

* 1 * Vs. J 4 J m vsk 1 - a 1 1 iij 1 " V. :i +-/«i Tfrt+'c vs /*\. An r* v- >-» n as v +■ Vs v» c n f nr-irM^ nc 4 r> a nv 

lllCy UiU ilL?U U.O WU VUUC cuj 1UJ i j-w ± Vi^u i JL win T w<^ aw. — *-»J 

way. I voted in that election and thought it was fair# 

"This statement of four pages has been read to me and it true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge* 

(signed) 


ft ~itncssed: - 



j/s/ Special Agent, F.B.I# 
Special Agent-F.B.I." 
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RE* vGHN L* LEWIS, ET AL 



INTERVIEW *ITH 


on Sept 


Spring- 




Spe cial Agents an ^ 

1^43. a^HIMadvised that he aoe^owia ve a critninaj 

and understand English and would make a 



'urnished the following signed statement* 

"Spr ingf ield * 111 • * 

September 7* 1943* 

S pr ingf ield* Illy 
make the following voluntary statement tc and 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federo^TureaL^o^^TnvestTgaTion^ TT 
force threats or promises have been made in obtaining this statement and I 
know that what I may say may be used in a court of law. 

n I was born in 

n I first began mining coal in Springfield* Ill_ in at which 

time I joined UMtf. I remained u member of U"# until 1932 at which time I 
joined FMk* In 1932 the local UlIY union of which I was a member changed from 
UlC'I to FMh and I changed with my local. I took no part in the formation of 
FMA. 


"I was employed at Mine "B" in 1935 ns a company man and have been 
employed *t Mine "B" ever since* except during the time of a strike* 

"Between 1935 and Hay 12* 1937 there were no strikes at Mine ”B* 
and the management did not close Mine "B". During that period of time the 
management was not hostile in settling grievances and the management did not 
show any partiality toward 

"I thought FMfi was a good union and one being operated for its 
members* No unusual special assessments were made against me. I took no in- 
terest in union activities and I have not been an official of any union* 

*1 took no interest in the bombing cases and I do not know if the 
convicted PMa members got a fair trial or not. 

^Between 1935 and May 12* 1937 there were no Uit V pickets at Mine 
"B* and I did not see any UMtf literature being distributed, during that 
period of time no one attempted to convert me from PEA to UMVv , 

"Frio r to May 12* 1937 I did not see any officials of UMtf with 
the management of Mine "H*. 
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R2 : JOHN L • LE*' I S , ET aL 



INTERVIEW .TIE 



n I do not remember any wage stale controversy in 
the Spring of 1937. 


n I did not attend a meeting of FMA on the night of 
May 11, 1937. I do not remember if I received notice of the meeting or not. 


FRANK AUSTIN, JOHN ANANIAS, GEORGE JACA^AY, EMORY JACAWAY and CHARLES BOHANNON 
were expelled from PMA because they were labor spies for U.li.vv. None of the 
above named men ever mentioned union activities to me. 

"On May 12, 1937 I went to work aB usual and no one reflected any 
intention of striking. On the afternoon of May 12, 1937 someone told me that 
Mine ”B" waB on strike because the management would not discharge the above 
named men who were expelled from PMA. I noticed coal cars were loaded short 
that day, but I do not know the reason for the cars being loaded short. 

tt I do not remember if I signed a PMA petition in the Summer of 1937, 
but I know I did not sign an UMY petition. 

"I did not know of the formation of a new UMV local in the Summer 

of 1937. 


On the day Mine w B n was to have opened 1 voluntarily went to the mine to act 
as a picked. I acted as a picket from time to time until an injunction was 
obtained to prevent the picketing. It made no difference to me whether the 
injunction was served or not. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election Dec. 15, 1937 for PMA* So far 
as I know the election was fair and I voted as I wished. 

"I received notice in Nov. 1939 to return to work- at Mine *B ,, » I 
returned as a member of PMA. I did not hear of any large fires at Mine "B" 


time threatened if I did not join UilN. I heard that seme of the miners were 
threatened and beat because they did not join UW, but I did not see anyone 
threatened or beat. The management of Mine "B* did not seem to favor either 


"A few days prior to May 12, 1937 someone told me that PETE CARTER, 


"FMA informed me that Mine "B" was to open sometime in Sept. 1937. 


”1 do not know of an attempt to open Mine "B" in Dec. 1937 or Jan. 


1938. 



ninUJWTor I would not have a job. In the 
at Mine "B w asked me to join WSW 
$S^^^would loosts my job. I was not at any- 
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RE t JOHN L. LEAIS, ET AL 
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? 







xm or FMA. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in Feb. 1941, 

I think this "was a fair election and I "voted a* I 


"It makes no difference at the present whether I am a member of 

PMA or U1JV • 

"I have had this statement consisting of five pages read to me and 
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. " 


/«/ 


Al TNESSED ; -- 



Special Agent, F.B.l, 
pecial Agent, F.B.l," 
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Re: JOm L. LKwTS, ET AL. 
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was interviewed at his home 

Cnri n rffS is! H Tl T V«r r» ^ T 

■* a ^b jL - tuJ - w ) J- ■J-t * j ^jr i-'^- ^ icu. 


..gents HHHpiand ISHmiHHI^HiilV at w ^i ch time he executed 
a signec^ta^nsn^It is not believed he would make a good vrLtne ss due 
to his inability to understand or speak English very wall. He i 
by birth and is a naturalized citizen of the Uhitod .States. He has no 
know n crininal rec ord. The following is the signed statement obtained 

from fflSHHUHB 


«S-vri r fffi nl H Til 

Sept. 2, 1943 

or ingf iel d, 111., 
id 

-i . _eral Bureau of 

Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind have been made 
to get me to make a statement and I do so knowing it my be used in 
a court of lav;. 



"I was born ir. 
land became a naturalize 




I cane to P.S. in 


citizen of U.S. in 


"I first j oined Ull* ir. ^^^Bv;hen I began working in the nine 
at«riMfl^B 111. I ncvvj^nuib any office in any union. 


T -? ra n 

J 


”1 joined Pi-1, when I began working at j tine "B" in November 1935. 
iCd p*].;. +# ri +, time IixpC^vusg X needed. 3, jot? oj i d lELne n B” 

would hire me . I worked at pine B then until the men came out on 
strike and during this time I knew of no strikes or closedowns and as 
far as I knew thcru was no difficulty between the niie management 
and the union. 

"I had no trouble irith Fli«. and saw no difference in the unions, 

I wanted to work and which ever union had a majority at. the mine, I 
would join it. 

- '*110 one attempted to get me to change from Ph. to UlJr and I did not 
know of any labor spies at Eine 3. 

«1 heard that we were to get some back pay but vie never got it 
and I don't know why the strike was called. The majority of the 
men went on strike so I struck with then, 

" I r. member signing some kind of petition for just 

n /*+ r V" 4 - < 5 4 Vii m ra 1 . 

d-L w ^ a. Lf j * ’w ou* xftv j_ii a / y r • 
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Re: JO® L. LE>iIS, ET AL. 


Js> ? 

rs 




”1 went to Mine B 3 or 4 days after an attempt 
was made to reopen it in September 1937 and all 
the P.Ii.A. raen were on a sit-down strike or picket- 


ing. I stayed iere then as a picket until an injunction was served on us. 
All the men whc picketed were from Ltine B and I did not see any fights 


t y \r ^ ri ri whils the mi i j 6 was picketed. 


,f I voted in the N.L.R.B* election in Dec. 1937, and as far as 
I could see it was fair election. P.II.A. won by a large majority, 

"I v^ent to work in November 1939 at Mine 3 as a member of P.II.A. 
but I knew the mine was operating under an open shop agreement. I paid 
ues to PMA for 2 or 3 months after I v/ent back to work. P.Ii.A* dues 
at that time were 33 a month and U.U.n. was ;j2 a month About a month 
later I joined U.M,*'. because I wanted to belong to a union and I thought 
most of the men were U.M.’A, members at Mine 3 because a lot of the old 
employees had quit and dadn T t come back. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.3. election in Feb. 1941 and I think it 
was a fair election. I am now working at Mine B as a trapper and I 
have no fault to find with either union and I like whichever one I my 
be working under. 


n I have had this three page statement read to me by 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 



/S/ 



► 


(itnessed: 



F.B.I., Springfield, 111., 
Spfld., 111., Sp. Agt . " 


Sp. Agt. 


- 53 - 




.A- . 


